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Vacation Bible School at Cokesbury!

This year’s VBS theme is “Camp EDGE — Experience and Discover God
Everywhere.” VBS for the children will meet July 6-July 10, from 9:30-11:30 a.m. The
¥ adult VBS class meets at 6 p.m. on Sunday, July 5 through Thursday, July 9.

We look forward to having a very large group of children this year, enjoying the
music, crafts, discoveries, Bible stories, refreshments, and friendships that are a part of the VBS experience.

You are encouraged to pre-register your child/children.

If you want to volunteer to help, please Contact VBS Director Melissa Clark at 703-494-1850.

Founders’ Day — Celebrating 50 Years of Ministry

By Bunny Mahar

You won’t want to miss any of the wonderful
events celebrating Cokesbury’s 50 years of
ministry. You may have noticed the large banner
above the entrance to the church announcing this
important milestone in the life of our church.

The celebration is ongoing, with its biggest
observances August 29 and 30. An indoor, catered
picnic is August 29, so you can just come and
enjoy the fellowship and food that day. Blue Grass
band, Mountain Remedy, provides entertainment.

On Sunday, the 30th, there is a special worship
service at 10 a.m. led by Pastor Russ, to include the
music of flutist Glennroy Bailey during the prelude
and offertory. Mr. Bailey is a professional
musician employed by the Richmond Public
School System. His credits include opening
musical acts for Roberta Flack, Melba Moore, and
appearances on the Today Show and others.
Another musical treat on that date will be the Bull
Run Troubadours who will entertain with gospel
music following the service while the potluck lunch
is readied.

On September 27th there will be one worship
service at 10 a.m. Retired Bishop Hasbrouck
Hughes (former pastor of Cokesbury from 1962-

1967) will bless us with his message and
remembrances of his years at Cokesbury. This
service is followed by a potluck luncheon.

We were privileged to hear from Pastor Carl
Ennis on June 7. Pastor Carl served here from
1990-1999, and it was a joy to share his message.

A special 50th Anniversary cookbook prepared
by the Founders' Day cookbook committee, headed
by Mary Jane Fizer, is available for $10. It includes
recipes from current members and others who have
shared in Cokesbury's ministry over 50 years.

Another souvenir that you won't want to miss
is a beautiful plate with a unique picture of the
church and a short history on the back. Itis a
lovely white plate with red picture and print. The
cost of this memento is only $10. They will be on
sale after services and anytime at the church office.

All our former pastors have been invited to
speak or visit us this year, and invitations are being
issued to former members. We hope and plan for a
large group of old friends, as well as current
members, at all our upcoming events. We hope
you will bring a generous amount to the potluck
luncheons to welcome our visitors.



Loving others... as Christ first loved us!

Radical Hospitality

Jesus said, “I was a stranger and you welcomed me... Just as you did it to one of the least of these
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who are members of my family, you did it to me.’

Do you remember what it was like to walk into
a strange place for the first time? A place where
you know no one, yet a place where everyone else
seems to know each other.

If you have had that experience, I am sure you
can recall how awkward a person feels entering a
new place for the first time, even a place where
people are known to be friendly and kind. We can
easily reach the end of our comfort zone, when it
comes to entering a new place.

Now, add to that the anxiety that many people
feel when they enter a place of worship. The
anxiety can be heightened because the newcomer
encounters certain customs and rites and rituals that
the others already know and are accustomed to, but
the newcomer may have never experienced them
before.

At Cokesbury we have been blessed with new
members and visitors coming to experience worship
and fellowship, and we want to be a welcoming
church to everyone who comes. We want everyone
to experience a time of meaningful worship and
friendly and caring conversation.

How well do we welcome people? Is the
welcome little more than the initial encounter, or
does the lifestyle of our church bring new people
into Christian community, disciple them and send
them out?

Welcoming has everything to do with how we
make people feel. Are they comfortable?
Physically, psychologically and spiritually, from the
appearance of the facility... to the ease of finding
the appropriate place... to being greeted and
accepted yet not smothered... to feeling the joy and
anticipation of the congregation and the experience
of God’s grace... to a worship service that makes
sense... to a sense of opportunities for personal and
spiritual growth?

Remember a time when you have been a
stranger and what made you feel cared for and
accepted. Recalling those situations each time you
meet someone new will make you sensitive.
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Matthew 25:35, 40

Welcoming starts with being attuned to the needs
and hopes of people. When someone walks through
the door of a church, the first question is often
cultural: “Is there anyone here like me?”’

The answer of the welcoming congregation is,
“There are many like you. We welcome you no
matter who you are.”

The second question might be more personal:
“Is there anyone here who is interested in me?”

If the answer is no because the congregation is
not prepared to receive the guest hospitably, then
the newcomer will look elsewhere—or may not
look again. But when a congregation is engaged in
welcoming everyone, the answer is “Yes, we are
interested in you. Our hearts, our minds and our
doors are always open to you.” The message is
clear.

The pitfall for many churches is that we think
we are friendly because we are friendly to each
other. In developing a welcoming ministry, we
must begin to see ourselves as others do, and seek
those ways in which we can better extend Christian
hospitality.

In 1 John 4:19 we are reminded that we love
because Christ first loved us. As welcoming
people, it is Christ’s love that we desire to pass on,
not just to those whom we know but also to the
stranger among us.

Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers,
for by doing that some have entertained angels
without knowing it. (Hebrews 13:2)

Here is your challenge: Commit yourself to
offering a simple and gracious word of greeting in
worship to one person whom you do not know each
week.

In Christ’s love, Russ
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Honoring
Those Who

Serve
By Emmett Wright

Greetings
Cokesbury family,
peace and love to
you now and
always, knowing
the joy of Christ and God’s blessings are ever
present with you.

The Missions and Outreach, Family Care, and
Evangelism committees need your help and
support. We are collecting items for troop care
packages. There is a box in the narthex for you to
place your donations. The list of what items to
bring is with the box. A list has also been inserted
in previous bulletins, if you are in doubt ask Helen
Azzano, Cheryl Petitt or me. I still have a list that I
didn’t recycle yet as do most of you I am sure.

Some care packages have already been mailed
along with some Strength for Service to God and
Country devotion books. The project is continuing
through the summer months.

Sunday July 5th following Independence Day
is Strength for Service Sunday at Cokesbury. We
will have a special worship service honoring our
military men and women. The care packages and
the devotion books will be dedicated, we will
acknowledge those serving in the military who are
part of the Cokesbury family, and we will pray for
our service men and women.

If you have a loved one serving in the military,
please give Helen, Cheryl, me, or the church office
their name and address, and we will send them one
of the devotion books. Or if you prefer, we can
provide you a copy of the devotional book so that
you can send it to him or her.

Thanks to you for the support and participation
you have already given which has been significant.

Make a Difference in the
Lives of Our Troops
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A Pathway to Fiscal Health

Facing the Facts
By Jack Jewell

First: The nNGet Out of

This plan was devised to free us from the
$28.,000 that we had borrowed from ourselves, and,
to establish a fund—called the PIRMM (property
improvement, renovation, and major maintenance)—
that would be available in case of a major breakdown
or other unforeseen problems.

Thanks to the generosity of our congregation,
the elimination of debt was accomplished nearly a
year ago. The second part has yet to be fulfilled.
“Get Out of Debt” was very successful and has
served its purpose. Now, for the next step.

Second: The AStay Out

This plan replaces “Get Out of Debt”, and is the
“Stay Out of Debt” plan. This becomes the vehicle
to fully fund the PIRMM to give us the financial
cushion for those times of extensive repairs or
unexpected expenses. We thank those who have
given generously already to this plan, but we need
the support of everyone to enable us to face the
financial future with some optimism. We need a
financial cushion to survive unexpected expenses. In
business this is called a “line of credit,” in your
personal finances you may call it an “emergency
fund.”

The PIRMM plan is not a never-ending venture.
The Property Committee, Finance Committee, and
Administrative Council agreed that a PIRMM fund
with a floor of $30,000 must be established and
maintained to serve as a financial safety net for those
major expenses. It is further suggested that the
PIRMM be used as our “line of credit” to solve cash
flow problems and that drawing on any other
designated accounts would require approval by the
Administrative Council.

When the PIRMM reaches $30,000, the “Stay
Out of Debt” plan will be suspended until such time
as expenses require resumption. When a need arises,
and the PIRMM drops below the floor level, the
“Stay Out of Debt” plan would resume until the floor
level is once again reached.

We need a vigorous “Stay Out of Debt”
program, to fund the PIRMM to its $30,000 level.

(Continued on page 5)
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Loving others... as Christ first loved us!

Adults Needed for Youth Program

By Linda Ennis

The 2008/2009 Cokesbury Youth Program
ended with a wonderful cookout for youth and
parents. Thirty youth, parents, friends, and siblings
enjoyed one another’s fellowship. For those of you
who have been following the “Youth Corner” in the
Colonnade, you know we have a great program.
The adult leaders have a combined experience of
nearly 30 years and have been very dedicated to the
spiritual journey of our youth. And now,
regrettably, it is time for some of those adults to be
moving on to other things. If our youth program is
to remain strong, we need adults, both men and
women, to add to our program for the years ahead.

I realize this is not an easy decision for most of
us. It requires dedication, and can be quite time
consuming. Becoming an Adult Leader will also
take you on a journey of your own, being
responsible for ensuring the youth grow in their
faith, and at times, strengthen your own. So, if you
are interested, you may consider these next steps:

f Prayer. The decision to become an Adult
Leader is not to be entered into lightly. Please
pray for your decision. I found out early that if
God calls you, God will also equip you.

f Action. If you are considering becoming an
Adult Leader, contact the church office, or
Linda Ennis. You may also talk to any of the
adult leaders about what its like, etc.

1 Background Check. Cokesbury had a Child
Protection Policy that requires a background
check for every adult who works with children
and youth. This is for the protection of both
adults and youth, and is relatively painless.

1 Mentoring and Training. You will be involved
in a mentoring/training session that will help set
expectations for the coming year. Goals will be
discussed based on activities available through
the Virginia Conference, Alexandria District,
and Cokesbury UMC.

I believe the youth group will continue to grow
and influence the church and the world in the years
to come, provided they have the dedication and
encouragement from our adults.
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United Methodist Men News

By Joe Greene

Realizing 2008 was not a successful year for
our annual fall fruit sales, we met and concluded
that improvements must be made to maintain
and/or expand this profitable program. Many
suggestions, mostly communication improvements,
were made but we now ask that if any member of
our congregation has improvement suggestions to
please contact John Jewell (UMM President).

Joe BeMiller stated that because of his work
duties, he will no longer continue with the UMM
secretarial duties. Jeremy Jewell graciously
stepped forward and accepted the challenge.

Scholarships will be awarded to two (2) of
Cokesbury's deserving young adults. Funding for
these scholarships will come from the scholarship
endowment as well as from our treasury.

A pleasant part of our meeting involved Pastor
Russ who presented a testimony explaining the path
he took that lead to his acceptance of Jesus Christ
as his savior. Pastor's message clearly stated that
God has a plan for each and everyone of us.

When a lay person presents a testimony it can
be an emotional experience but when a pastor
opens his heart to explain and to teach, it is truly a
blessing. Therefore, a blessing received is a
blessing returned:

Our God has sent you to this place

To lead us in the way

That he would have us work and think
And love from day to day.

No matter the hour; whatever the need,
You go the extra mile -

Always ready and willing to share,

A comforting thought and a smile.

We're grateful that you're here with us
To teach us from his word,

And we will try to do our best

In service of our Lord.

We thank your for your ministry,
Your guidance and your care,
His greatest blessing for your life,

Is our most humble prayer.
- Author Unknown
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[ Wishes To:

Paige Fortenberry
Rebecca Kinson
Terry O’Brien
Eric George
William Amponsah, Jr.
Mike Eland
Roshier Bailey
Donnie Glass
Jenny Sapp
Melissa Derr
Donna Motley
Linda Irby
Joshua Garrett
Patrick Elliot
Amanda Kinson
Cynthia Derr

Joe BeMiller
Carl Zeigler, Jr.
Ed Bannister
Madelyn Metzger
Bill Stacy

Jeffrey Ash

Patsy Armentrout
Kathleen Mills
Kimberly Kerton
Sean Stead
Robert Kinson
Olisa Jeffries
Brian DeRose
Brent Simensen
Nancy George
Tanya Lynn Elliot
Kyle Kornieck
Paula Hatch

Leta Deyerle
Sarah Behan
Donald Glass
Rebecca Obeng
Mary Jewell
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Loving others... as Christ first loved us!

Sharon & Michael DeRose
8 Peggy & Al Embry
Valli & Mike Cowan
18 Anna & Richard Kroll
20 Genevieve & Eugene Shingler
21 Pam & Jim Herin
26 Gladys & Ed Bannister
27 Theresa & Francis Martin
31 Susan & Donald Glass
Kimberly & Kenneth Kerton

this
u 4  Melanie & Walter Blair

United Methodist Women’s Update

By Gayle Urban

 Monday, July 13: Cokesbury UMW has scheduled a trip to
Rising Hope United Methodist Mission church, in Alexandria,
where they are in ministry to “the least, the lost, and the lonely”
along the Rte. 1 corridor. We will have a tour of the church and
hear about their ministries, a prayer time, and we’ll also bring
canned goods for the food pantry. Contact UMW president Mary
Wright (703-730-0448) for any details about the trip.

1 Monday, July 13 at 7:30 p.m. The annual UMW/UMM Ice
Cream Social will be our July event. Women are asked to bring
toppings, and men will provide the ice cream. Enjoy!

1 “Thank you!” to all the women of the church who provided food
and helped with the fellowship breakfast that UMW gave on
Father’s Day. About 75 people were there to enjoy the food and
fellowship with family and friends. It was good to see old friends
and familiar faces as we gathered and celebrated on such a
wonderful morning.

(Continued from page 3)
Envelopes are in the pews, and we encourage you to help provide the
church with the financial resources to meet our needs.

Any amount you can give, at any time, will help the church to
thrive, provide for our congregation, help us to do God’s work, and
do as much outreach as we possibly can. Please continue to use the
envelopes, and give generously. Remember, we need to keep our
church healthy, so that we can effectively minister to those less
fortunate than ourselves.
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Loving others... as Christ first loved us!

Aluminum Can Ministry
By Don Dorton

By the end of June, Cokesbury has received
$163 from the recycled aluminum cans that our
members and friends have so generously collected
and deposited in the recycle bin for aluminum cans
located in front of the UMM Fruit Shed. Income
received from this ministry supports the church’s
operations and ministry budget.

Everyone can help this ministry by bringing
your aluminum to the church’s recycle bin.
Squeezing the cans in the middle or crushing your
cans before bringing them to the church reduces the
volume by about 50% and makes them easier to
transport to the Recycling Center.

In additions to recycling your aluminum cans,
you can also help this ministry in another way.
Help is needed to process, bag and get these cans
ready to take to the Recycle Center. If you would
like to volunteer for this job, please contact the
church office.

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THIS
MINISTRY

Gifts That Keep on Giving

By the Endowment Committee

Recently two endowments established in prior
years have provided the resources to meet the needs
of the church today.

First, college scholarships of $500 each were
given to two graduating high school seniors. Pearl
Bickersteth and Drema Khraibani were the
recipients of the awards from the Cokesbury United
Methodist Men Scholarship Endowment Fund.

Second, interest from the Leola Phelps
Memorial Endowment Fund was used to meet a
need of the church. The endowment committee
provided $574 to used for the replacement of the
heating and ventilation units scheduled to be
replaced this fall.

These are great examples of how an
endowment can be a loving gift that keeps on
giving. Our thanks to the United Methodist Men
and the Phelps family for establishing these
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endowments that will continue to provide important
funding for years to come.

If you have questions about endowments or
how you can contribute in this way, please all the
church office at 703-494-5400, and you will be put
in contact with a member of the endowment
committee who can answer your questions and help
you.

Money Matters

By Mary Seltzer, Treasurer

If you haven’t guessed by now, Cokesbury is a
“happening” place! As I walked into church this
past week, the place was “buzzing.”

During announcements I got an inkling as to
why. I heard about the meals served at the
homeless shelter; I heard about microwavable
foods being brought for the ACTS food pantry; I
heard about a confirmation class; I heard about
Kids’ Fest with hundreds of kids invited; I heard
about Vacation Bible School; I heard about teen
activities and their upcoming picnic; I heard about
prayer shawls for comforting those with life
threatening challenges; I heard about scholarships
for kids to attend Camp Highroad; I heard about the
Helping Hand’s (over 50 group) Cook Out; I heard
about the prayer group that meets each week; and I
heard about the Mission Team.

I also heard that lives are being changed, even
out on the streets of our parking lot during flea
markets. This is all a sign of God’s grace and love
to others! Where else in today’s economy can one
do so much with so little?

Cokesbury’s budget is not at all large; it’s quite
modest, but obviously every dollar received is
working very hard!

So how is Cokesbury doing, during these tough
financial times? In May, income exceeded
expenses by about $3,000. Offerings submitted in
envelopes are unchanged from last year; loose plate
offerings are up nearly $4,000.

While May was a good month, and June has
started off strong, finances are tight. Year-to-date
(through the end of May) total income is under
budget by about $6,500. Unless income increases,
this could become a concern later in the year.



Sunday Worship Services

8:30 AM & 11 AM
Nursery available at both services.
The 11 a.m. worship service features
I OKAf RNBYQad ¢2NBKALI F2NJ

Sunday Schoait 9:45 AM(for children, youth, and adults)

If there is a 5th Sunday in the month, the worship service

day begins at 10 AM and there is no Sunday School.

See the Web Site for more information
http://www.CokesburyUMC.us

The Colonnade Staff

Editor: Bunny Mahar
Calendar: Bunny Mahar
Postal Coordinator: Melissa Clark

Articles for the Colonnade are due by the 15™ of
each month for the next month’s edition.
Place articles in: Church Mailbox #3
OR e-mail them to: office(@cokesburyumc.us

Church Office: 703-494-5400

Campbell ds Lab

The Mission/Outreach Commission collects Campbell’s Labels for Education and General Mills “Box Tops

for Education” coupons for the Red Bird Mission School in
those Campbell’s Labels and General Mills Labels coming.

Nourishing people's lives everywhere, every day.
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