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Giving to the Lord!

By Doug Phelps At Cokesbury we have had a year long

emphasis on stewardship that emphasized four
aspects of stewardship: prayer, presence,
participation, and presents. Earlier in the year,
Pastor Russ led seminars on the power of prayer
and the importance of gathering together as a
community of faith, especially for worship. That
was followed by the entire church participating in
the ministry fair, a exciti%g éook at scope andt

Optbddth df Qidistibs pe{forme(f)b}g tHe ¥hlirch! © God’

In September and October, many churches
conduct stewardship campaigns. Sadly, many
church members associate the word stewardship
only with pledge cards, budget discussions and a
challenge to give more generously. Actually,
stewardship deals with managing everything God
has given to us — our brain, body, talent, time and
spiritual i fe. It s

Stewardship campaigns give us an opportunity
to re-appraise our lives as a whole. Are we
glorifying God with our minds, bodies, talents, financial support of the ministries of the
property, financial resources, etc? Are we using Cokesbury
our gifts to spread ChI’ISP s gospel ? How are wt
showing our love to God and the church? Thanks to the generous glVll’lg of our

congregation, the stringent financial controls of the
Finance Commitéeeé and ﬂE de%jqated efforts of the
lea§r§3 of O%rlmmistrry areas %o eepsexpenses
under contrf)l, CBk sbulg/ has been blessed in that

Cwe Rave Yeatherdd these (ﬁfﬁcﬁt%con%rrﬁcat]ime
quite well. Despite the current financial situation,
Cokesbury cannot relax. We have much more to
do to spread the Word of God and to faithfully

It is now time to think about your presents to
the work of your church. In other words, your

Taking inventory of our stewardship is a
meani ngful experience.
indescribable goodness toward you, as well as your
response to God’ s show
That will reveal the quality of your stewardship.

race.

| would like to talk with you, for reach out as Christ’'s d

| am part of your church life. community and world, and we will need your
| may be a complete stranger to you, but continued support.

| can help you be a better Christian. .

| like to go to worship on Sunday, for During the first three weeks of

| help you to be Christds p abdeptender,.aswe place an emphasis on what
| am very small, but kind of gift we bring to God, please give

| am the keystone of your church program. prayerful consideration to the estimate of

| am a weekly reminder of your daily blessings.

| dare you to be as good to God as he has been to you.
| am only paper, but

| carry the full gift of a generous heart.

| am the only pocketbook you need on Sunday, and Remember, as members, we have all
| promise not to be a burden. pledged to support our church through our

I am your chance to preach, for PRAYERS, PRESENCE, PARTICIPATION,
I am a silent sermon of your devotion. & PRESENTS!

| am your church envelope.

financial giving that you will make to support
Cokesbury’s operation a
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Missions Support by Cokesbury

By Robin BeMiller

By an overwhelming amount of votes, Judy
Matheny is the missionary who will receive a
donation from Cokesbury. Please read Dr.

Mat heny’s August 10t h
out more about her mi

UNITED METHODIST MINISTRIES
P. O. Box 448, Gary, WV 24836
304-448-3144
WWW.umministries.com
jcmatheny@frontiernet.net

Dear Friends,

When I think about what I spend a great deal of time
doing, it seems to be listening. When listening is the primary
function, you don’'t have
afterwards. However, there are stories that can be told of
what has been heard. Stories can show the struggles,
concerns, and joys of ordinary people living their lives. It
seems I hear an abundance of struggles and concerns. Here
are some of the stories that I have heard.

— Martha, a grandmother of four, has called many times
telling me about her grandchildren being removed from her
daughter’s home and her tri
get to keep the children until it is decided if the daughter will
get them back. After three or four times to court, the children
are still being shifted back and forth between Pat, the paternal
grandmother of the two younger ones, or the father of the two
older ones. However, because Pat has some health problems,
Martha keeps the children during the daytime, and they go
back to Pat’'s to sl eep.
with her grandchildren. But she is concerned because the two
older children may be staying with their father during the
summer. She thinks that something may have happened while
they were with him earl:i
not going with his father this summer. When the father comes
to the court hearings, the little boy hangs onto Martha and
will not even go near the father. The six year old told that his
father threatened him at the last court hearing by telling him if
he didn’t sit with him duri
going to be in serious trouble. At one time a welfare worker
told Martha that if she got a different source of heat she might
be able to get the children. Since her coal stove had holes in it
which allowed smoke in the house, it caused breathing
problems for the children. So I bought Martha baseboard
heaters to replace the coal
have helped her get the children assigned to her. Also, I have
given her food, cleaning supplies, and toys. There is a lot
more to this story, but
need for someone to listen.

— Lynn told me about finding another place to live after
her mother died of an apparent heart attack in the driveway of
where she was living. Lynn said she just could not live there
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anymore. She found a house that was in need of repairs. The
owner was starting to fix it up since nobody had lived in it for
a long time. He told Lynn that he would let her move in if she
dtyp started repairi he did., Th off e
t(lﬁ lejer b11]1y gh(?useeg AFS I IIS%n%dthedilg\(l) tolznme alboelf;tci nd
néed ng to ge?hecl‘ car'insurance in her name and about her

three children’s school taking
an aquarium as a reward for those who had read a certain

number of books. Her children qualified, but their teachers

had told Lynn that they needed
only income was a $674 monthly SSI check, she said she just
didn’t have the extra money to

was having to do on the house. So from some special funds, I
was able to buy the three sleeping bags and also make the
down payment for Lynn’s car in

— Susan called needing heating oil. She had worked but

a n yas kow igcgiving adsagilithcheek. Hergushard bagy

applied for his disability because of an accident in a coal
truck. She had to buy a hot water heater out of her last check,

so she didn't have extra money
angry about everything, especially when she told me about

the way people treated her when she went places asking for

help. She said when she was working she helped people, but

now when she needed hel p, s he

when she needed food, she felt like the agency she went to
psdnotcoare hopidgdnhnhattshkat mh
name of another agency where she could go for food. Now

back to the hot water heater ..
of the house, because he wasn’
didn’t want to be a woman who

when the hot water heater was leaking and she asked her
friends who to get to fix it, they told her the best person was

Ma r hehhasbahdSTheh dhechdd ko hskiHim td confe badk bné help i me s

her. After we had talked on the phone for about 45 minutes,
Susan seemed to have calmed down. So I told her again I

would help her get some oil, but that I could only pay $150

and thaewoflddetvé her B89 @ pay. Wherdl told Betythe ila y s
could not be delivered until after the weekend, she said her

check would come by then and she could pay the $80. Later

that day, when I walked into the agency where I told her to go

to get food, the staff person said to the lady to whom she was
handhegcaubagheé&arifonodt hafThhe Ww

he

and said, —Thank you for makin
the staff person told me that
said, —She was just telling me
the phone this morning./| Then
me.

stove, but the heaters don’'t

These stories remind me just how important it is to take
the time to listen to others. Also, the stories re-enforce the

| ' v édea that songethipg gssimplelas taking the tipnptelistetno s ee h
(which can be a very difficult thing to do in our hurried
society) is an excellent way t

know that someone cares about them. Most of the time we
never know how our listening or conversations impact others.

(Continued on page 3)
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Loving othersé as Christ first |l oved us

140 volunteers, from churches in New York,

(Continued from page 2) . . ..

I really appreciate your support which allows me to be New Jerse},” Ohio, Pennsleanla’ and Virginia were
—a |listening earll and be a &hgrequgnggtrtkgga@lﬁQnéewgwerqnWﬁ gllatgh o
otherwise feel no one cares about their struggles and together in the dining hall, and enjoyed programs
concerns. such as the talent show in the evenings. Volunteer

mfssion teams are at work from about March,

vour agent in sharing God Sthroﬁg\fl?\lbvemberatRedBirdMission.

Judy C. Matheny, Ph.D.

Church and Community Worker . . -
Advance Special #982969 Serving the Lord at Red Bird Mission was a

meaningful experience, and each one who went on
the trip has their own stories to tell. Our group

Mission Team News gathered together each evening for a time of
By Gayle Urban devotions, where we heard a scripture lesson and
discussed how God was working through us, and
Eighteen individuals represented Cokesbury how our day of service was going. These devotion
UMC on a week-long mission trip to Red Bird times helped uplift us and bond us, as we did our
Mission this summer, from August 16-22. Those best to be God’'s hands an

serving were: Becky, Jonah, Milah Ash; Joe, Robin

BeMiller; Lydia Blair; Melissa Clark; Shelby

Crawford; Robert Deyerle; John Kelly, Deirdre

Dorsey; Chester, Hazel Garman; Kyle Korneick; . .

Andrew Kucharuk; Hannah Simensen; Russ, Gayle Searchmg for Choir Members

Urban. By Tanya Vance

Do you like music? Do

We traveled to Beverly, KY, and arrived at the ) .
you like to sing?

Red Bird Mission facility which was our home base
for the time there. Red Bird is a United Methodist
Mission, and has been serving and advocating for the
people in that region of southeastern KY for over 80
years. The mission includes a school, medical clinic,

dental clinic, craft store (Which is a place tp sell the especially need voices to sing the cantata. Please
crafts and work of people in that area), thrift store, come join us for Wednesday evening practices at
and more. 7:30 in the sanctuary.

During the day, our work was done at homes in
the area, where people had signed up for work

We would really love to
have you join our choir. With
Christmas approaching, we
hope to increase the membership of our choir and

Please, please, please... we really need
you! OK, I'm begging. I would love to see every

projects to be done in their homes. We had about 4 seat in that choir loft full.

homes where we worked. Our Mission Team

coordinator, Robin BeMiller, had been in contact Please don't hesitate to join us. We need all

with the mission director several months ago, and voices, soprano, alto, tenor, and bass. I encourage

projects were coordinated before we arrived. Our some of the men from the men's choir to join us and

work included several home repair projects—a deck also from the women's group that sang several

for safe access to a house; plumbing repairs; new weeks ago. To any new members who have

linoleum flooring; roof repairs and new gutters; new recently joined the church, please come join

doors; painting; drywall; house cleaning, and more. us. Kamah, we would love to have you. I heard
about the beautiful solo you sang when I was

Each volunteer team works for a week, and then
when they leave another team of volunteers arrives
to continue the work. In this way, projects that Come one, come all and make a joyful noise
aren’t finished in one wiheh&Gokesburylchoir' be wor ked on |
next team of volunteers.

away.
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Loving othersé as Christ first |l oved us
United Methodist Men News we look forward to a successful program.
By Joe Greene The Wesley United Methodist Church of
Dave Woodman opened our August meeting Alexandria ipvited Cokesbury“s UMM to qbreak- .
with a bible reading and a short story with the fast and.a Faith Under Adversity presentation. This
theme of never being alone - God is always with us. event will take place on Saturday, September 12th.
Jack Kornieck and Kyle Keen are spearheading As all can see, Aufgu st was qnd September will
the effort to assist church members in home repairs be busy for Cokesbury’s Methodist Men, and we
and/or improvement projects. If they haven't gotten look forward to a very bgsy fall SCason. However,
to your project, please be patient because help is on for any program to remain successful, 1t must
the way. continue to grow and we are no exception. Please
consider coming to our next meeting (Sept. 14th)
On August the 8th, we manned the concession and be a part of our rewarding ministry. Emmett
stand for Cokesbury's weekly flea market. A Wright is always available and willing to provide
special thanks to Jack Jewell, Kyle Keen, Tom more information.
Taylor, Allen Jewell, and Dave Woodman who
week after week always find the time to be present
and each one plays an important role in the Make a JOYﬁll Noise!
financial success of the flea market.
By Peggy Dorton
On August 16th, we had the pleasure of The Cokesbury children’
participating in the 11 AM service by singing a practice after summer break. Singing in a
hymn requested by Jesse Simmons. We especially children’s church choir i
thank Mary Jane Fizer for making our presentation
all the better with her piano accompaniment. f Participating in the worship service is a great
. way for children to learn the importance of
On August 29th, Jack Kornieck led a group service to the church.
cleanup of Cokesbury's grounds prior to the
Founders Day evening picnic. Earlier in the day 7 Learning traditional as well as contemporary
we once again manned the flea market concession church music by memory will bring lifetime
stand and later returned to cook hamburgers and joy.
hot dogs for the Founders’ Day Eicnic.
f Children learn that older adults care for them
On September 2nd, assistance will be provided and appreciate and value their efforts.
to a person who had the pleasure of moving into a
new residence. On September 5th, several UMM T Being part of a choir strengthens friendships
and guests will once again provide comfort for with church peers, nurtures talent and gifts,
folks residing at the Envoy Center of Woodbridge. and increases self-confidence.
According to Mark Twaig and I quote - "The best Children aged 4 through 5™ grade are invited to
way to cheer yourself up is to cheer somebody else .. .. )
up". On Sunday, September 6th, brochures come Join. Pr.a'ctlce S everty Wednesday at 6:30
outlining our annual fall fruit program will be p.m. For additional information, contact Mary Jane
. . Fizer, 703-494-6654 or Peggy Dorton, 703-494-
handed out and, with the assistance of all members, 7616
Think UNLOAD YOUR CAR!
\, The |l ighter your vehicle the hettaer +he
your car and its trunk like a portable storage unit and clean it out. P ’ A Y
Remember: Cokesbury UMC is a recycling drop off point for (w £ '{,

Prince William County.

Green
The Colonnade
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[ Wishes To:

Carrie Edmonds
Marsha Eland
Peggy Keen
Jacob Clark
Alice McMaster
John Jewell
Charles Burke
Tamar a
Lauri Garrett
Donna Sapp
Paul Aquino
Glenna Durham
Deborah Salyers
Mary Wright
Randy Lamptey
Mary Deahl
Nema Bickersteth
Jerry Edmonds 11
Amy Alvarado
Colin Curry
Shirley Watjen
Wayne Sorensen
Mary Deahl

Isata Sesay

Harry Miller
Mike Alvey
Wilfred Jones, Jr.
Doug Phelps
Bridget Biller
Jessica Salyers
Eleanor Young
Debbie Nelson
Jonah Ash
Dianne Cox
Rosemary Bessey
Cory
Andrew Lawson
Jean Pascale
Kathleen Martin
Elizabeth Schaver
Cheryl Petitt
Rosina Lartey
Gayle Urban
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3 Mary & Thomas Taylor

12 Jacqueline & Joseph Elliot

16  Delpha Martin & Gary Dressel
22 Billie Lou & Victor Wertz

25  Debbie & Steve Nelson

28  Gail & Jack Kornieck

Our 50th Year Celebration Continues

On September 27th there will be one worship
service at 10 a.m. Retired Bishop Hasbrouck
Hughes (former pastor of Cokesbury from 1962-
1967) will bless us with his message and
remembrances of his years at Cokesbury. This
service is followed by a potluck luncheon.

AmMpsSMm=om®

From the Editor

When you send your articles to the church office
for the Colonnade, pljegase
front of the subject line. There is a lot of email
coming into the church so it will help ensure that
your article is printed.

I A COMING SOON!

The ever-popular Soup & Salad Luncheon sponsored by Helping
Hands will be coming soon! The lunch which includes a large variety of
homemade soups, salad, dessert and beverages has always taken place on
the first Sunday of November.

D’ Aui tol o

Due to the scheduling of Cokesbu
District Superintendent on November 1* at Dumfries UMC, it has
become necessary to change the date of the luncheon this year to the

following Sunday, November 8.

Be sure to make this correction
want to miss it. If you have a favorite soup, you will likely find it on the
table. No one is ever disappointed!
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Money Matters report indicated that there were 71 vendors that
By Mary Seltzer, Treasurer day! Can you imagine that!? The flea market is
going strong and we need more volunteers to keep
it going. Make a difference by coming out, having
fun and helping with the flea market. You do not
have to be a member of any committee to help.

This is a great time to be making a difference
by being part of Cokesbury United Methodist
Church and its various ministries.

Did you know that Cokesbury serves as a The flea market is a ministry in itself, besides
collection location for cards and letters of prOV.iding funds for.our ove?all budget, as well as to
school children and other organizations? market on August 1.

In addition, Cokesbury has now started to Barbara Firth, Flea Market Committee Chair,
prepare our own —care palckdNgeesmaiflors agiyd, nliti tiasr
personnel, which i ncl udyeudoverand g seq itjitakepoff like ygp grepped it gt r
for Service to God and c®@ulnd rlly 1Cormer sorutyraind ehne |,
source of encouragement and inspiration in 1942, and make a difference, too!
following the attack on Pearl Harbor. A large
mailing has recently been sent. Uni t ed Met h CUﬂiEite st

One of the women who attends Cokesbury had By Gayle Urban

the misfortune of being involved in an apartment In August we had a joint meeting with both the

building fire last month, losing her dog and Ruth Circle and the Evening Circle getting
personal possessiogs. The outpouring of concern together. The program was given by Pastor Russ,
and help was amazing. Also, recently, Cokesbury and he spoke about some of the spiritual foundation
had the opportunity to help others through of the United Methodist Church, and how United
donations to ACTS. Methodist Women have been such a strong

Right now as I write, final preparations are presence in the church since the beginning.

being made for twenty-one (21) of our members to Thanks to all who contributed medical supplies
make a trek to Beverly, Kentucky as a mission for the Red Bird Mission. These items were taken
team to repair homes for some in need. Also, the . to Kentucky by the Cokesbury Mission Team, and
long-pl anned commemor at i 0 nNyeOdbnatdd B thenedicht Elidic where théd il D
journey is here. This is proving to be a wonderful be a great help to the people in that region. We will

time of storytelling, celebrating, and praising our also donate supplies to the Mattaponi Clinic in
faithful God for sustaining our church over the past Virginia, which supports Native Americans.

fifty (50) years. For quite awhile, a beautiful banner
has been outside our church. Cookbooks with 2" Monday, Sept. 14: 1 p.m.—Ruth Circle
recipes from members over the 50 years and meets; 7:30 p.m.—Evening Circle meets.

souvenir plates are for sale as mementos. Saturdav. September 19: District UMW
aturday, September 19: Distric

Yes, this definitely is a great time to be making S ponsors —Spiritual Life
a difference by serving at Cokesbury. In my June at Old Bridge UMC (3966 Old Bridge Road) from
report, I mentioned that everything at Cokesbury noon-4 p.m. Cost is $15, which includes lunch.
seems to be —boomi ng; I Paymdntsan b enddé imadvanee,loryat dooio Guest n u e
July. Even our income made a slight improvement speakers are Jen Smyers, from Church World
in Jul y! We just need Serdace;8ev.Yvette SchonkeGrassmonsr o vV e
ments, Il because at t he Geaddatog from Intarfaith Jmmigration€ oalétionw a s
$7,000 under budget; expenses were right at This year’ s theme45 &l fron
budget. women are welcome to attend this annual event.

The income area that has increased is the flea REMINDER: Those who have read books in the
market. The Saturday, August 1st Flea Market UMW Reading Program, please give that

information to Anita Yount, by September 6.
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Sunday Worship Services

8:30 AM & 11 AM
Nursery available at both services.
The 11 a.m. worship service features

I OKAf RNByQa
Sunday Schoait 9:45 AM(for children, youth, and adults)
If there is a 5th Sunday in the month, the worship service

g2NBKALI T2NJ

The Colonnade Staff

Editor: Bunny Mahar
Calendar: Bunny Mahar
Postal Coordinator: Melissa Clark
Articles for the Colonnade are due by the 15™ of

eachmonthf or t he next m
Place articles in: Church Mailbox #3

day begins at 10 AM and there is no Sunday School.| OR e-mail them to: office@cokesburyumc.us
See the Web for more information http://www.CokesburyUMC.us Church Office: 703-494-5400

Campbell 0s

Campbell s

Campbell s

Label s

Label s

for

and

Label s/ Gener al Mi | | S

As the mission team left for Red Bird Mission on August 16th, we had collected 732 points from
Education and 627 Gene
Bird Mission School in Kentucky. The mission team delivered the labels and box tops along with the

health items collected by the United Methodist Women to Red Bird. Thanks for the support and keep those
General Mills Label s g
Bird, purchasing vans for the work crews and computer supplies for the school.

[Z2ZA Labels for Education

Nourishing people’s lives everywhere, every day.
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