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Operation Christmas Child

By Bunny Mahar

Soon you will see a bevy of empty
Christmas packages in the narthex. What
does it mean?

Each  October-November Cokesbury
provides gift-filled shoeboxes to needy
children in war ravaged and weather
devastated parts of the world. For some
children, it may be the only gift they will
receive at Christmas and may even supply
some of their most basic needs, such as
hygiene products or school supplies.

the Power of a

Simple Gift

Last year Cokesbury provided over 100
boxes to the delivery point in mid-
November. We hope to do as well this year
but are aware of the economic situation.
We hope that you will be able to participate

and pick up one of the boxes to fill. Each box
will contain a brochure with suggestions for
items fo place in the box, as well as those
that are not allowed. There will also be a
label to indicate the age and sex of the child
for whom the box is intended. Postage is
requested for each box, but please don't let
that stop you. If you are unable fo include
the postage, your box will travel anyway.

This is a rewarding and fun project for
the whole family. Now you know why we have
been collecting all those shoe boxes!

Cokesbury Charge Conference

Charge Conference is the annual meeting chaired
by the District Superintendent to make reports on
the ministries of the church for the current year
and to approve ministry goals, set the budget and
certain remunerations for the pastor, and affirm the
lay leadership for the next year.

This yearo6s
November 1st at Dumfries UMC at 2:30 p.m.

At this year 6s
highlighting our Older Adult Ministry, the Helping
Hands.

Please turn in your reports for the charge
conference no later than Sunday, October 18th.

charge copfer

conferjence
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Believing
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that through believing you may have life in his name. John 20:31
Each year with the return to school in fall, renamed Abraham). Abram places his trust in God,
people (and organizations like churches) have responding in faith and leaving his kindred to set
routines that they return to. At Cokesbury, it out on a journey to a new land and a new life. It

means the start of a long term Bible study. This was a journey in stages based upon what God

year that study is called Christian Believer. As thereveals. And each step of belief led to more

name implies, it looks at what it is a Christian of SaaAy3aa yR LINBYA&aSa TN
believes. Appropriately enough the very first lessorset the direction of his life, even though he did not

was on believing and understanding. know the specifics of where that life would lead or

) what he would experience in it.
It seems that we as human beings need to

believe in something. Believing is essential to set While the same is still true today we do not

our intellectual and emotional roots in some kind know what blessings and challenges we may face in

of certainty. To believe is natural for us. lifet we do have an advantage over Abram in that
we have the Bible and the teachings of the church

~ While we differ in what we believe, and in the 4 help us ground our belief in what is good and
intensity of our beliefs, we do believe in somethingi, e 1 the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Even those who profess not to believe in
something, have in fact set their belief in The Bible says that when Jesus saw the large
something even if it is their unbelief. crowds that followed him and sought him out, he

_ , was moved with compassion for them. And being
And beliefs do have consequences. Beliefs o 583 58 O2VYLI 344 2 VI KS &

guide the things we do in life; they direct our YIye GKAYy3Iaé 6alN] cYonoo
response to the .circumstances of life. Beligfs are neople a right basis for belief was the foundation
like sails of a ship. The way they are set will affect;, living. He could give them health, money, and

how the wind is caught and therefore set the even talent, but if they were not guided by a right
direction and speed at which the ship will travel. In,qjief those gifts could be squandered away or
the same way, our beliefs set the nature and even used destructively.
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, ) o To this day, the church continues to teach
~ So, if beliefs have consequences, then itis 4t s right and true. Not out of a sense of dogma
important what we believe in. to past traditions, but rather out of the belief that a

From a spiritual and faith perspective, our faith based on Jesus Christ is the way that leads to

beliefs are even more critical. In John 20:31 belief"fe'
that Jesus is the Son of God, the one who has come ¢CKS | LIRAGES tlddf Ay W ¢
into the world for our salvation, is the cornerstone ., o\v whom | have believed and am_persuade

A I ~ know d
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only sets the course and direction of our life, belief; 5 vx ¢ ¢ v a y3 WFYSaE +SNEAZY

in Jesus sets the very essence of our lives. We arga,e the same confidence in knowing what we
who we are, because of our faith in Jesus as Lord pgjieve and. more importantly, in whom we

and Savior. believe. To that end | encourage you to strive for
Hwat belief through your participation in worship

Scriptures have a lot to say about believing an : . . .
and in Christian education and Bible study.

what comes out of it. In Genesis 12, we withess

th Il of God the life of Ab later to b . A
e call of God upon the life of Abram (later to be Ly / KNJRUSSQE 2083
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Shawl

Prayer
by Marian Gherke

The Comforters have
been busy as bees making
items that make others feel

physical hug.

The Prayer Shawl group enjoys learning from
each other. Betty Greene has taught Peggy Keen,
Peggy Dorton, and Melanie Blair the art of
crocheting and Donna Sapp, knitting. Cindy
Lutman is perfecting her crocheting. Marian
Gherke taught Cherie Yoho basic knitting.

New projects have been added to our list, such
as quilted lap robes. Mary Taylor keeps a history
in pictures and notes of our activities.

Newcomers, experienced or inexperienced
(female or male), are welcome. Gatherings are at
10 a.m. in the church on the second and fourth
Wednesdays of each month.

Aluminum Can Ministry
by Don Dorton

As of the end of August, $291 has been
received from recycled aluminum cans.
Appreciation is extended to the many members and
friends who have so generously participated in this
ministry by saving aluminum cans and depositing
them in the recycle bin in front of the UMM fruit
shed.

A special note of appreciation to all those who,
in addition to saving these cans, have also squished
them before depositing them in the collection bin.
Simply squeezing these cans in the middle reduces
the volume by almost 30%, making them easier to
process, bag and transport to the Recycle Center.

If you would like to help with this ministry
please contact Kyle Keen (703-494-6405), Don
Dorton (703-494-7616) or the Church Office (703-
494-5400). Thank you again for your support and
participation in this program and keep saving those
cans.

The Colonnade
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n Co mfiolr SoeprYet?

by Bunny Mahar

Every year about this time, as the weather
begins to get cold, people start hankering for
warm, comfort foods. Well, you don't have to
look much farther.

On November 8,
following the 11:00
worship service,
Helping Hands cooks
will provide you with
a table laden with
home-made soups of
every type. If you
have a favorite, you
will almost surely

find it here.

Favorites are clam
chowder, vegetable beef, bean, French onion,
potato, chicken noodle, broccoli cheese, chili,
and split pea. Some minor changes to this
menu are possible, but hopefully not so.

So make yourself at home in the
Fellowship Hall and eat a
bowl of comfort. Try them all
if you wish. You may as well
have some crackers and salac
with your soup. And you
certainly don't think we
would let you go away
without dessert!! So join us for the little price
of $4.00 per person.

All the food products are donated.
Proceeds are used by Helping Hands
to fund activities and ministries
within the church. Your
support is appreciated.
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United Methodist Men News

By Joe Greene

Mr. Frank Esposito, President, Alexandria
District United Methodist Men, was our guest
speaker for September's meeting. He spoke about
UM Men being "Table Setters" meaning that all

should serve without the expectation of recognition

or the proverbial "pat on the back."

Although he gave many examples of "table
setters," to me his subject related more to the
involvement of so many people comprising
Cokesburyods
accomplished in our church and many times we
don't even know who to thank. Therefore, we
should all extend the hand of thankfulness and
be proud of the fact that we have so many willing
to take on the role of a "table setter."

Following Mr. Esposito's presentation, we
discussed our upcoming annual fall fruit program.
Soon we will be distributing brochures and
information and we ask that we all somehow
become involved in this program as it is our main
fund raiser and we depend on these funds to
support many of our yearly programs.

Our next meeting is scheduled for October
12th and we invite all who wish to share in the
informal spreading of God's word to please come
and be a part of our ministry.
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Youth Corner
By Linda Ennis

The youth program is off to a blazing start and
webre | ooking forward
October, we will be attending Oktoberfest and the
middle high youth will be going on a weekend
mission trip. We have changed our meeting times
to 6:00 p.m. T 7:30 p.m. and will serve a light
snack, such as a veggie plate, chips, cookies, etc.

In the past couple of years we have been
attending Milkshake and Messiah at Sudley UMC
in Manassas on the 3rd Sunday of the month, but
this year they are planning to have it on a quarterly
basis, leaving us wondering how to keep our 3rd
Sundays special. So we have decided to declare the
3rd Sunday ANoomao
entertaining and thought provoking short clips,
around 12 minutes, with study questions that
challenge us and make us think about our faith and
the world around us.

c OWMm have greatefum and invite youth who are in
the 6th through the 12th grade to join us.

Searching for Choir Members

By Tanya Vance

Do you like music? Do you
like to sing?

We would really love to
have you join our choir. With
Christmas approaching, we hope
to increase the membership of our choir and
especially need voices to sing the cantata. Please
come join us for Wednesday evening practices at
7:30 in the sanctuary.

Come one, come all and make a joyful noise

Think

Green
The Colonnade

Be Green 0 Recycle
Every ton of recycled office paper saves 380 gallons of oil.

Remember: Cokesbury UMC is a recycling drop off point for Prince
William County. Continue to do your part.

with the Cokesbury choir!
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[ Wishes To:

1  William Clark

2 Robert Piepenbrink

3 Kenneth Kerton, II

4 Jeremy Jewell
Tom Taylor

6 Joe Burnette
Mark Salyers, Jr.
Sean Rodriguez

7  Skylar Hawes
Jeremy Urban
Vicky Lutman

8  Michael Obeng, Sr.

9 Helen Azzano

10 Mary Crist
Kenneth Kerton

11 Judie Cator
Shelby Crawford

12 Lauren Deyerle

13 Brian Nelson

14 Joe Greene
Doug Sapp

15 Bobby Kinson

16 Danielle Haggart
Beulah Green
Michael Obeng

17 John Schiele
Ted Kelley, Jr.
Karen Raver

18 Winifred Jones

19 Don Dorton

20 Kelsey Powell

21 Paula Simensen

22 Harry Fizer
Kyle Mahan

23 Michelle Vasseur
Felicia Akowuah

26 Kevin Anderson

27 Jennifer Furr
Barbara Commerce
Corey Ritenour

28 Jamie Westerman

30 Rebekah Gribik

31 Vera Edmonds

The Colonwnade
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4 Melanie & Chad Westog
Patsy & Carl Armentrout

10  Brenda & Kenny Johnson

14  Anna & Scott Miller
Denise & Robert Ritenour

front of the subject line. There is a lot of email
coming into the church so it will help ensure that
your article is printed.

AMBO-OO

Get Connected! Join the Church.

by Pastor Russ

If you have been attending Cokesbury, but have never formally
joined the church, I would encourage you to prayerfully consider
joining Cokesbury at this time. On October 18", we will receive as
new members people who wish to be a part of our faith community,
and we would love to have you be included.

I f you have questions or wd
may involve, please call the church office and speak to Pastor Russ.
Additionally, the church will be offering an informative class for
people who wish to join. There will be a one-hour session held on
Sunday morning at 9:45 a.m. on October 4"

While the class is not a requirement for joining the church, it is a
good way to have your questions answered. It also provides you an
opportunity learn more about what it means to live as a disciple of
Christ, to be a United Methodist, and to grow in your commitment to
your family of faith.

Please be assured that whether you become a member or not,
everyone is always welcome to participate in any worship service,
event, class or Bible study at Cokesbury.

| oved us

18 Gwendolyn & Cory DOAI
20  Maria & Michael Haman
21  Cynthia & Richard Derr
23 Delores & John Schiele
From the Editor
When you send your articles to the church office
for the Colonnade, pl ease
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Money Matters United Methodist

By Mary Seltzer, Treasurer WO me U}ﬁa&

As reported over the last three months, By Gayle Urban
Cokesbury United Methodist Church is a ‘ '
ihappeningo place. Two riaieddVethodisy Vomen s
were the Mission Trip to Kentucky and the are reminded to turn 1n their
Foundersd Day cel ebr at iPkdgemoney,iftheyhavenot

yet done so. If you are not sure,

One day about a month ago when I came into you can contact Peggy Dorton or
the church, I heard noises coming from the Sunday Barb Firth.
School rooms. I peeked in the door and drywall ‘
was being put up! On FlpgmngBvens:y Day, because of

the large crowd, the entire fellowship hall was used
for dining with the food tables being in the Sunday
School Rooms. When I walked in those rooms, I
could hardly fibelieve
beautiful! What a great improvement from this past
spring, when I was sitting in there for Disciple IV
class each Thursday evening! I learned that the
talent, time and materials for this project were
donated! Thank you to all involved.

September will be the beginning of two major
projects: Some of our very old furnaces will be
replaced and the actual work on our elevator may
begin (after years of discussion and planning).

Two payments have been paid on the Elevator
contract and when the company receives the

ordered materials, work will begin. This means
wedll need to make a t
about $5,000 for the fourth and final payment. The
special Easter offering this past spring and other
donations helped with financing the furnace
replacements.

All mentioned above was financed by special
efforts. However, our day-to-day Operations
Budget is running into trouble. Income received by
the end of August was $8,000 below budget.
Webve held off paying
two months, and still income to expenditures is a
minus. We just simply cannot spend up to budget,
if our income is not up to budget! We could turn off
the water and lights and stop buying toilet paper,
but this probably is not the best solution?! Do you
agree? The best solution would be if each of us
gave some extra over the next several months, so
our church can operate as planned.

The Colonnade

October 3 - UMW District Day at Dumfties

UMC, 9 a.m. to noon. End-of-year

recognitions, business meeting, fellowship with
MY the district U uni‘[f1 e %] wete
October 12 - Cokesbury UMW monthly
meetings at 1 p.m. and 7:30 p.m., respectively.

October 24-25 - Annual UMW Conference

meeting at Blackstone, VA. Cost is $80 (for

lunch, Saturday, through lunch, Sunday). The
theme is fAiWhodés at the
Julie Taylor, from Wome.]
Board of Global Ministries. We will have a

group from Cokesbury attending and all women

are wel come. Il f youdd |
Mary Wright or Donna Sapp know. One of the
highligRsavil B8 &hdcial celebWon oF thel | 1 N ¢
140th year of UMW and its ministries!

hi

Cokesbury women who attended the UMW
Spiritual Event at Old Bridge UMC on September
19th were Naomi, Anita, Sarah, Donna, Grace,
Marian G., Mary W., and Gayle. Through
scriptural examples, and current day experiences
speakers Jennifer Smyers and Reverend Yvette
Schock shared much information and insights about

Sifntfatiof i¥%sRseill thénded fbr Path-bdsel ©
advocacy. During the event there was time for
sharing ideas and consi
says about welcoming the stranger. The program
also included spiritual fellowship, lunch, music,
and a time of Holy Communion.

pasi
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Sunday Worship Services

8:30 AM & 11 AM
Nursery available at both services.
The 11 a.m. worship service features

The Colonnade Staff

Editor: Bunny Mahar
Calendar: Bunny Mahar

< o R Postal Coordinator: Melissa Clark
I OKAf RNBYQa ¢62NBKALI T2NJ N
Articles for th 1 the 1 f
Sunday Schoait 9:45 AM(for children, youth, and adults) icles for the Colonnade are due by the 150

eachmonthf or the next

If there is a 5th Sunday in the month, the worship service Place articles in: Church Mailbox #3
day begins at 10 AM and there is no Sunday School.| OR e-mail them to: office@cokesburyumc.us
See the Web for more information http://www.CokesburyUMC.us Church Office: 703-494-5400

different fruit each month.

Great Fruit for a Great Cause!

Cokesbury United Met hodi
33rd Annual Fruit Program

Please pick up a flyer and order form from the church to place
order for fresh fruit from Florida. Check the flyer for the availability of

Place orders before November 9 to receive your fruit in the first shipment.
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