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The Ministries of the Family Care Commission 
By Cheryl Petitt 

Christmas Remembrance Tree 
Once again the Family Care Committee will have a 

Christmas Remembrance Tree.  Christmas is a time 

to remember our loved ones, both here and those 

who have passed from this life but remain in our 

hearts this holiday season.  We invite each of you 

to fill out a ñmemorial cardò remembering your 

loved one.  Our committee members will attach that 

card to an ornament and place it on the Christmas 

tree in memory or in honor of someone close to 

you.  This is a special opportunity for everyone to 

become involved in the decorating of our sanctuary 

Christmas tree. We will have ñmemorial cardsò 

available in the narthex beginning Sunday 

November 1st. 

Hanging of the Greens 
Date:  Saturday, November 28, 2009 

Time:  8:30 a.m. to finish 

Please come out and help us decorate the Sanctuary 

and Church for Christmas/Advent Season.  With 

Christmas music in the background and plenty of 

holiday cheer, we can have our church looking 

beautiful for Christmas in no time.  There will be 

snacks and lunch provided.  For more information, 

contact a member of the Family Care Committee or 

Cheryl Petitt at (703) 590-2495 or by email at 

clpetitt@verizon.net  

Annual Christmas Cookie Sale 
Date:  Saturday, December 12, 2009 

Time:  9:00 a.m. - noon  

Start digging out your favorite recipes and mark 

this date on your calendar!  The Worship 

Committee and the Family Care Committee will be 

having their Annual Christmas Cookie Sale on 

Saturday, December 12, between 9:00 a.m. and 

12:00 noon.  You can support our fundraiser by 

baking your favorite Christmas cookies and 

Teddy Bear Ministry  
Come to our church and you'll likely find a Teddy 

Bear in the seat next to you.  A collection of Teddy 

Bears dressed by volunteers sit in church each 

Sunday.   During our time of prayer, those 

attending worship are invited to hold a bear and 

pray for someone on their heart.  Members are 

invited to take a Teddy Bear as our gift to someone 

who may need comfort or encouragement.  For 

more information about the Teddy Bear Ministry, 

please contact a member of Family Care. 

After Service Hospitality 

Volunteers Needed 
Making people feel welcomed and loved is much 

needed in a fast-moving, no-time-to-talk world.  For 

those of you who join us for hospitality on Sunday 

mornings, you know what a wonderful opportunity it 

is to gather together, enjoy refreshments, and get to 

know each other a little better.  If you would like to 

volunteer to provide and serve refreshments indicate 

a Sunday of your choice by signing up in the 

hospitality book located in the narthex.  If you can 

provide refreshments but are unable to serve, please 

contact the Family Care Commission and one of our 

members will be more than happy to serve for you.  

Keep it simple. Cookies, brownies or cake along with 

juice are all that are needed.  Coffee and serving 

supplies are available in the church kitchen.  

donating two dozen or more to be sold at the cookie 

sale.  Homemade cookies can be dropped off to the 

Church Fellowship Hall on Friday, December 11,  

between 6-8 p.m. and Saturday morning before 

8:30 a.m.  For more information, contact Donna 

Sapp at (703) 494-0397 or Cheryl Petitt at (703) 

590-2495.  Thank you in advance for your support 

of our fundraiser!   

mailto:clpetitt@verizon.net
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Cokesburyôs  Annual Charge Conference will 

be held on Sunday, November 1st, at 2:30 p.m. at 

Dumfries UMC.   

At the charge conference, Pastor Russ will 

share our best ministry practices with other 

churches present.  This year Cokesbury is 

highlighting its older adult ministry, the Helping 

Hands.  Written reports on the other ministry areas 

of Cokesbury and the state of our church and the 

pastorôs report will be presented in a book of 

reports.  Additionally, we will vote on the pastorôs 

compensation, lay leadership nominations, and our 

goals for 2010.   

All members of the congregation are welcome 

to attend, and members of Cokesburyôs 

Administrative Council have voting privileges.  

This is a very important process in the life of 

Cokesbury and the church in general.  The 

conference will be chaired by Reverend Alan 

Reifsnyder, District Superintendent, with a brief 

devotional period.   

Life Line Screening 
 

Cokesbury will host Life Line Screening on 

Monday, November 16. Tests available are 

Stroke/Carotid Artery Screening; Heart Rhythm 

Screening (Atrial Fibrillation); Abdominal Aortic 

Aneurysm Screening; Peripheral Arterial Disease 

Screening; and Osteoporosis Screening.  Screenings 

are fast, painless, and convenient. 

Call 1-800-6980-6313 to make an appointment. 

There is a charge, and preregistration is required. 

Screenings should not replace regular contact 

and follow-up with your physician and Life Line 

Screening does not participate in the Medicare 

program or file insurance claims. 

By Marian Benson 
 

On November 11-13 (Wednesday-

Friday), Cokesbury is responsible for 

providing and serving meals at the Hilda 

Barg Homeless Prevention Center here 

in Woodbridge. 

This time we have decided to work the menu in 

a different way.  If anyone has an idea for a meal to 

prepare, please give this information to Marian 

Benson, 703-590-9941, along with the date you wish 

to serve the meal.  We will include this on the menu.  

Rather than have one person coming up with the 

menu, this will give others a chance to be creative. 

Thanks to all of you for your continuous 

participation in this mission project, whether it is 

cooking, serving, or prayers and best wishes. 

Combined Federal Campaign 

Several years ago, Cokesbury collected shoes 

and clothing for the poor of Honduras in support of 

a UM Volunteer In Missions team that was going to 

Honduras.  That mission trip has now turned into a 

full time ministry for Glen Evans, a former UM 

pastor.  Clothing and shoes continue to be 

collected.  Transportation of those donations is paid 

for by CFC funding.   

If you are a federal employee, you can support 

that ministry through the CFC.  It is Art For 

Humanity CFC #11701.  Because it is an all 

volunteer charity, it has no overhead expense. 

Therefore all CFC funds are used to help those in 

need. For more info www.artforhumanity.org  or 

glenevans@artforhumanity.org 

Free Subscription to the Interpreter 

Helping church leaders do their ministry 

effectively is important to United Methodist 

Communications.  So every church receives five 

complementary print and five digital subscriptions to 

Interpreter magazine, the official ministry magazine 

of The United Methodist Church. 

Interpreter's goal is to inform, inspire and engage 

clergy and lay leaders through innovative ideas 

presented in interesting, practical articles. 

If you would like a subscription to the 

Interpreter, please contact the church office.  Act 

quickly to get your free subscription. 

http://www.artforhumanity.org
mailto:glenevans@artforhumanity.org
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Is It Soup Yet? 
by Bunny Mahar 

Every year about this time, 

as the weather begins to get 

cold, people start hankering for 

warm, comfort foods.  Well, you 

don't have to look much farther. 

On November 8, following the 11:00 worship 

service, Helping Hands cooks will provide you 

with a table laden with home-made soups of every 

type.  If you have a favorite, you will almost surely 

find it here.  Favorites are clam chowder, vegetable 

beef, bean, French onion, potato, chicken noodle, 

broccoli cheese,  chili, and split pea.  Some minor 

changes to this menu are possible, but hopefully not 

so. 

So make yourself at home in the Fellowship 

Hall and eat a bowl of comfort.  Try them all if you 

wish.  You  may as well have some crackers and 

salad with your soup.  And you certainly don't think 

we would let you go away without dessert!!  So 

join us for the little price of $4.00 per person. 

All the food products are donated.  Proceeds 

are used by Helping Hands to fund activities and 

ministries within the church.  Your support is 

appreciated. 

Operation Christmas Child 
by Bunny Mahar 

Each October-November Cokesbury  

provides gift-filled shoeboxes to needy children in 

war ravaged and weather devastated parts of the 

world.  For some children, it may be the only gift 

they will receive at Christmas and may even 

supply some of their most basic needs, such as 

hygiene products or school supplies. 

Last year Cokesbury provided over 100 

boxes to the delivery point in mid-November.  We 

hope to do as well this year but are aware of the 

economic situation.  We hope that you will be 

able to participate and pick up one of the boxes to 

fill.  Each box will contain a brochure with 

suggestions for items to place in the box, as well 

as those that are not allowed.  There will also be a 

label to indicate the age and sex of the child for 

whom the box is intended.   Postage is requested 

for each box, but please don't let that stop you.  If 

you are unable to include the postage, your box 

will travel anyway.  

This is a rewarding and fun project for the 

whole family.  Now you know why we have been 

collecting all those shoe boxes! 

Deadline for returning filled shoeboxes is 

November 18.  There will be a box in the narthex 

to receive them. 

In Appreciation 
I want to thank all of the Cokesbury family for the 

cards, flowers, hospital visits, and prayers on my 

behalf during my recovery from cancer.  They 

really meant a lot to me and have been a great 

help in keeping my spirits up.  I have a ways to go 

but I know that with your continued prayers, I 

will make it.  God is good.   

   Love to all,  

   Glenn Wirick 

Stewardship Moment 
by Doug Phelps 

As chairman of the Stewardship Committee, my 

heart has been warmed by our ñEstimate of Givingò 

response. 

During the past year, we had four sessions to 

help us understand the meaning of stewardship.  We 

had programs on Prayer, Presence, Participation, and 

Commitment.  The committee will once again high-

light those same points.  We must continue to meet 

our responsibilities as Christians. 

We will be adding another element in the com-

ing year ï Witness.  Witnessing for Christ is also an 

important part of being a Christian.    



Loving othersé as Christ first loved us! 

The Colonnade  4 

United Methodist Men News 
By Joe Greene 

The United Methodist Men's October meeting 

was well attended and numerous items were 

discussed. 

¶ Our annual fruit sales program has begun and 

with the efforts of many UMM, we are anticipating 

a successful fall program.  Please participate as you 

are able. 

¶ Hopefully most have noticed the drainage ditch 

improvements along Blackburn Road and Reddy 

Drive.  Don Dorton has been spearheading this 

effort and with some work recently accomplished 

by the Department of Transportation and additional 

work being negotiated, relief from this eyesore 

should be seen in the very near future. 

¶ The UMM purchased a new gas grill which 

provides an improved and more efficient grilling 

experience.  We are now looking to provide a new 

home for the "old grill".  So, if anyone is in need or 

knows of someone looking for a grill, please 

contact Don Dorton or another member of the 

UMM. 

2010 officers were elected and they are as 

follows:  President:  John Jewell; VP: Jack 

Kornieck; Treasurer:  Emmett Wright; Secretary:  

Joe Greene. 

Under John's leadership, new experiences have 

been opened, old ones have been strengthened and 

we're sure John will have much more on the 

horizon for the spreading of God's word.  Most of 

the UMM efforts emphasize the need to get 

involved and provide as much care and comfort to 

as many as possible.  I believe the following phrase 

Youth Corner 
By Linda Ennis 

The youth are selling calendars again this year.  

We will have a table in the narthex during 

November, and after the Thanksgiving break we 

will send the order in so they can be available 

before Christmas. 

We were not able to attend the Mission 

Weekend as we had hoped.  With the dates being so 

close to the start of the school year, we could not 

get the youth involved.  We are looking for other 

mission opportunities as the year progresses. 

We are enjoying ñNoomaò Sunday.  Last 

month we had a discussion on why itôs better for us 

to sometime NOT get what we want.  I guess you 

can see where that went.  God doesnôt always 

answer our prayers with a ñYES.ò  God may decide 

it is better for us to say ñNOò because our focus is 

pretty narrow at times. 

Nov 1 ï Youth Program from 6:00pm ï 7:30 

Nov 8 ï Youth Program from 6:00pm ï 7:30 

Nov 15 ï Youth Program from 6:00pm ï 7:30 

Nov 22 ï Youth Program from 6:00pm ï 7:30 

Nov 29 ï No Youth Program because of the 

Thanksgiving Holidays. 

and bible verse taken from God's Little Instruction 

Book for Men provides pretty good guidance: 

No person was ever honored for what he 

received.  Honor has been the reward for what he 

gave.  Proverbs 21:26 - The righteous giveth and 

spareth not. 

Our next meeting is scheduled for November 

the 9th and we encourage every Cokesbury man to 

come out and take part in a ministry intended to 

spread God's word with fellowship and some old 

fashion good times.  Emmett Wright is always 

available to provide information on the United 

Methodist Men - please take the time to talk with 

him - it is a conversation you will never regret. 
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16 Sarah & Charles Burke 

17 Elizabeth & Michael Obeng 

25 Emily & David Ruebsamen 

1 Suzie Hawes 

 Gail Kornieck 

 Lew Sutter 

3 Jennifer Clark 

 Elizabeth Obeng 

 Mary Taylor 

6 Tina OôBrien 

 Deirdre Dorsey 

7 Michael Haman 

9 Laura Johnson 

 Robin BeMiller 

10 Alana Lewis 

11 Danielle Garrett 

12 Diana Berry 

14 Cynthia Rohlfs 

15 Mary Jane Fizer 

 Matthew Harrell 

 David Ruebsamen 

 Emily Ruebsamen 

16 Nana Yaa Obeng 

 Brandon Eland 

 Drew Eland 

17 Laurie Westog 

 Ted Kelley 

18 Anita Yount 

 Linda Ennis 

 Jay Beck 

23 Olga Fraser 

 Holden Hawes  

26 Genevieve Shingler 

28 Damian Kelley 

29 Brian Haman 

30 Glenn Wirick 

Youth Calendar Sale 
By Linda Ennis 

 

Back by popular demand, the 

UM Youth are selling the ñGodôs 

Creationò appointment calendar 

again this year.   These beautiful 

and inspirational calendars should 

be in before Christmas so you may 

want to purchase several to give as Christmas gifts. 

In November, the youth will have a table in the 

narthex with a sample calendar and you can place your 

order.  The calendars will cost $6.00 each. 

The proceeds raised will be used to help those in 

need through the Heifer Project.  The UM Youth have 

a goal to raise $5,000 in order to purchase an ñarkò of 

animals.  That will be used to feed and support 

families around the world.  An ñarkô contains 15 pairs 

of animals, like mild cows, sheep, water buffalo, 

chickens, ducks, geese, and llamas. 

So, please purchase your 2010 calendars from the 

Cokesbury UM Youth.  Youôll be glad you did. 

Secret Santa 

 Again this year, Cokesbury, through 

United Methodist Family Services (UMFS), 

will be providing Secret Santa gifts for chil-

dren in foster homes in Northern Virginia.  

Specific details and childrenôs wishes will soon be posted in the 

narthex.  We hope that many of you can help make a childôs 

Christmas more special. 

Secret Santa committee members are Helen Azzano, 

Melanie Blair, Peggy Keen, and Cynthia Rohlfs. 
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Money Matters 
 By Mary Seltzer, Treasurer 

Weôve progressed!  Yeah! 

At the end of August our income for General 

Operating was about $8,000 under budget and we 

had not paid all of our bills.  September ended with 

income approximately $7,000 under budget with all 

bills paid.  This is progress!  However, for the rest 

of the year, we definitely will have to be intentional 

about giving ñabove and beyondò to our General 

Operating fund, if our church is to operate as 

planned and stay out of debt. 

Our General Operating fund is the ñfinancial 

foundationò of our church.  We must keep our 

ñfinancial foundationò strong, or it will crumble 

and the ñlights go out.ò  If our ñfoundationò falls, 

so will all our other endeavors, because these can 

only operate on our churchôs foundation! 

For months in this column weôve been 

reporting about what a ñhappening placeò 

Cokesbury UMC is and how Cokesbury UMC ñ is 

making a difference.ò  However, Iôm afraid I just 

did not comprehend the magnitude of this.  Let me 

explain: 

Some time ago our Administrative Council 

voted that Cokesbury UMC would participate in the 

Virginia Conferenceôs ñAll Things New,ò Five 

Talent Academy (FTA). We will be striving to 

achieve 5 different goals, one goal at a time, over 

the next three years. 

Work has just started on the first goalð

Ministry with the Poor.  Recently a van-full of us, 

along with delegates from 108 other Virginia UMC 

churches, went to Richmond to hear nationally 

recognized inspirational speakers on the topic of 

ministry with the poor.  We also received our 

instructions for implementing this goal--- give the 

equivalent of 10% of our annual operating budget 

to Ministry with the Poor, develop a plan to 

minister with the poor and meet with peer groups 

from seven other UMC VA churches.  

On Monday, October 5, ten Cokesbury UMC 

leaders met around the conference table in our 

classroom.  After opening prayer and reciting the 

Social Creed to the United Methodist Church, they 

United Methodist Womenôs Update 
By Gayle Urban 

Cokesbury UMW meets on 

Monday, November 9 at 1 p.m. and 

7:30 p.m.  Agenda includes Pledge 

Service for 2010, led by Peggy Dorton. 

November 14 (9 a.m. to noon) is UMW 

training for local officers and members at Manassas 

St. Thomas UMC.  This is provided by the District 

UMW and guest speaker is Dr. Jennifer Braaten, 

president of Ferrum College.  Come and learn more 

about UMW. 

December 5. Our Sub-District Advent 

Breakfast, an annual event for over 20 years, is 

hosted this year by Good Shepherd UMC in Dale 

City.  Time:  9 a.m. to noon.  Cokesbury UMW 

task: provide nametags. 

began answering the questions on the Peer Group 

Worksheet for Ministry with the Poor.  Most of the 

time was spent on ñList all the different areas and 

amounts in which your church currently gives to 

ministries with the poor.ò   

WOW!  Over this past year, Cokesbury UMC, 

along with its ancillary groups like UMM, UMW, 

UMY, Missions and Outreach, Discretionary fund, 

etc., has ministered to the poor in over 80 different 

ways at the local, national, and international levels.  

Our goal was that 10% of annual operational giving 

supports ministry with the poor; we exceeded that 

goal by 160%. 

Our church elevator is about to be installed!  

We only need about another $2,750 to pay for the 

elevator installation and to cover the cost of our 

own modifications that we must make to our 

building to accommodate the installation.  This is 

not part of our General Operations budget.  It is a 

capital expense. 

Cokesbury UMC definitely is making a 

difference!  Therefore, it behooves us to keep our 

ñfinancial foundationò (General Operating Fund) 

strong.  Any help you can offer Cokesbury UMC 

during these tough economic times and joyful times 

of service to our God and the underprivileged 

would be appreciated. 



Sunday Worship Services 
8:30 AM & 11 AM 

Nursery available at both services. 
The 11 a.m. worship service features  

ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŦƻǊ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƎŜŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ 

Sunday School at 9:45 AM (for children, youth, and adults) 

If there is a 5th Sunday in the month, the worship service that 
day begins at 10:30 AM and there is no Sunday School. 

See the Web for more information:  http://www.CokesburyUMC.us  

The Colonnade Staff 

Editor:  Bunny Mahar 

Calendar:  Bunny Mahar 

Postal Coordinator:  Melissa Clark 

Articles for the Colonnade are due by the 15th of 

each month for the next monthôs edition. 

Place articles in:  Church Mailbox #3 

OR e-mail them to:  office@cokesburyumc.us  

Church Office:  703-494-5400 

Think  

Green  

Be Green ð Conserve Energy 

Turn your thermostats down 3 degrees é save money on heating bills and 

1,000 pounds of emissions per household. 

Remember:  Cokesbury UMC is a recycling drop off point for Prince 

William County.   

Continue to do your part. 

http://www.CokesburyUMC.us
mailto:office@cokesburyumc.us

