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By Bunny Mahar

Christmas holds a warm place in our hearts T the
time spent with friends and family, the delicious and
plentiful food, gifts and surprises, the beautiful
music and the stories of Christ's birth. These all add
up to precious memories. Here at Cokesbury, we
delight in helping you add to those pleasurable
thoughts.

On November 28th, the Family Care Committee
and other volunteers got together to dress up the
church with greenery and decorate the Christmas
Remembrance Tree with names of our loved ones.
By Christmas we will also have brightened up the
sanctuary with poinsettias, also in honor or memory
of loved ones.

Operation Christmas Child shoebox gifts
contributed by the congregation were delivered to
the drop off point to begin their journey to millions
of children around the world. The simple act of
shopping and placing gifts in the shoebox fills you
with thoughts of joy for so many. Additionally, our
congregation provides many Secret Santa gifts to
foster children in the United Methodist Family
Services program.

On November 29, Pastor Russ began an Advent
study entitled "What Do You Want for Christmas?"
which brings the true meaning of Christmas into
focus. The study will continue on Sundays at 9:45
and Tuesday mornings at 10:00 for four weeks.

Helping Hands will sponsor their Christmas
party on December 6, helping to light the Christmas
spirit by sharing potluck and exchanging gifts.

The Family Care and Worship Committees will
hold their annual cookie sale on December 12 from
9:00 to noon. Save yourself a lot of work by doing
your Christmas "baking" here. Then, later in the

A Cokesbury Christmas t::" A

Volume 48, No. 12

|
Y

day, help keep the Christmas ' : A%
stress to a minimum by '

attending the Finance Committee's ham dinner from
5:00-7:00.

Everybody looks forward to the Christmas party
sponsored by the United Methodist Men and
Women. The fellowship hall glimmers with
Christmas lights and friendship. A delicious dinner
is catered by the Carrabas restaurant before a fun
exchange of ornaments on Monday, December 14 at
6:30 p.m.

At 4:00 on Saturday, December 19, the children
of the church will present a Christmas program led
by Peggy Dorton and Mary Jane Fizer. Who doesn't
have a remembrance of a Christmas pageant and the
thrill of taking part? Following will be a visit with a
big fellow in a red suit and a party for the children.
Santa welcomes children of all ages!

The Chancel Choir will delight us with their
Christmas Cantata, "Rise Up! A New Light A-
Comin'," on December 20 at a 10:30 service. For
many of us, music inspires the ultimate Christmas
spirit. This special event is being directed by Melissa
Clark. Music by the choir will be enhanced by the
lending of voices by several more members of the

congregation.

The high point of the Christmas season is the
candlelight service on Christmas Eve. There will be
two communion services at 7:00 and 11:00 p.m.
Pastor Russ will refresh us with the beautiful
Christmas story, inspiring us and sending us out to
welcome the gifts the Christ Child brings.

Join us for this Cokesbury Christmas and see
clearly that "Jesus is the reason for the season."


http://newsletternewsletter.com/SearchArt/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=9509939
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Advent: A Renewed Promise
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John 1:14 & 16

The Christian Church has its own calendar. The theology of Advent is powerful because
Well, not so much a calendar as a rhythm offaith 6 S Ol yy 24 Fdzf £t & dzy RSNRAUGI Y
that flows along a predictable path. Unlike our  first understanding that he is Savior and Lord. This
secular calendar with its new year starting in means that any authentic celebration of Advent
January, the new year according to the church and Christmas is more fully experienced as part of
calendar starts four Sundays before Christmas. TheKS € F NASNJ 402N 2F WSadza
first season of this calendar is called Advent. Thisresurrection.

year Advent started on Sunday, November 29th. )
At Christmas we are drawn to the human

Christians confess and proclaim that Jesus  images and emotions. Images of a difficult journey
Christ, the Son of God, became fully human and and uncertain circumstances for a holy family, the
dwelt among us. This is the great message of the simplicity of the manger scene with its distinctive
incarnation, that Jesus Christ was born into humansights and sounds, and lowly shepherds whose
history in the fullness of time for the salvation of starlit night is transformed by the wondrous song
the world. This is what we seek to celebrate, to  of angels.
proclaim, and to manifest to all peoples during this

Advent season of grace. Advent is more than waiting for Christmas. It

is more than celebrating the birth of Christ. It is
Ly ! ROSYG S aAideteds /o2 YASIZA YUK 2Fd2 NI 20yK3S Fdzf FAE £ YS
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message that heaven and earth have met, that Godingdom and rule will be fulfilled completely and
FYR KdzYIF' Y1 AYR NS NBO2yubyA f SRD .St 4dzOK A& D2R
advent among us that we can never fully grasp the

mystery of incarnate deity, so we must continue to
remember and to experience anew, year upon this world, we need to prepare our hearts for God.

year, the continuing encounter of holy light into We do this by joining together in worship, and

(KS YARAG 2F G(KS 62NI R Ke RGAPvery udy boing offprgsdd BVt o

relive the awe and hope and joy that Christian participating in family advent'devotions. These

worship expresses in the story of God coming into SPiritual disciplines turn our focus from the
the world in human form . A childa Savioc the materialism of Christmas to the majesty of Christ.

wood of whose cradle foreshadows the cross.
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AWhat do you want for Christmas?Oo |
holi day season approaches and Chri st ma
# of the time when we think about how we would answer the questions, we have
| material things on our mind.

4

ANTfO’ 9"' For our Advent study, we wi | | be using author Jz¢

same title to explore the question on a deeper level. Deep down, what do you really
want for Christmas? Does your heart long for the gifts the Christ Child brings?

: Our four-week study will be offered on Sundays at 9 or 9:45 a.m. (please check
¥ the church calendar) and on Tuesdays at 10 a.m. and will be led by Pastor Russ.
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Money Matters

By Mary Seltzer, Treasurer

We are approaching the end of a very fruitful
and exciting year. Looking back on 2009, we are
very encouraged by all that has been done at Cokes-
bury. As a church, we have met most of our 2009
congregational goal s;

We just participated in the District Charge
Conference, which means the 2010 budget is
completed along with filling the ministry leadership
and committee positions. Our 2010 Congregational
Goals lie in five different categories: Ministry with
the Poor, Worship, Faith Development, Stewardship
and Evangelism.

Thankfully, due to the nice increase in the
number of people coming to worship in 2009, we
seem to have not been as adversely affected by the
downturn in the economy as many churches. Our
flea market did quite well this year in spite of several
rain-outs. We are eagerly looking forward to the
installation of our new elevator. At this time we only
need about another $2,000 to install the elevator and
make other building modifications associated with
the installation of the elevator.

October has ended with income being 3% under
budget and expenses 2% under budget. If you do the
math, this means we ended October with a shortfall
of just under $2,000. However, with a little extra
giving, we can still end the year without a deficit.
And, we most certainly can rejoice during this
Advent season, because 2009 has been a jam-packed
year of ministries with 2010 on the horizon as being
even greater.

Aluminum Can Ministry
By Don Dorton

The support for this program by
Cokesbury members and friends has
been outstanding. The number of people
participating has greatly increased in recent months
and more and more people are crushing cans before
depositing them in the collection bin. Crushing
cans or simply squeezing them in the middle greatly
reduces the volume and makes them easier to bag,
store and transport to the recycling center.
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The goal for the Aluminum Can Ministry is to
recycle 2000 pounds of cans and earn $600 by the
end of 2009. With your continued help and support
we will reach this goal.

If you would like to help with this ministry by
crushing and bagging cans please contact the church

Thank you for supporting
this program. A special note of
appreciation is extended to all ——
those who go the extra step by
crushing their cans. It really
helps and cuts down on
processing time.

Installation of Church Leaders

On Sunday, December 27 at a single worship
service at 10: 30 a. m. ,
ministry leaders for 2010 will be installed. They
include the officers of the United Methodist Men
and Women, the Board of Trustees, and the
members of the Administrative Council. The
Council is comprised of the chairperson(s) from
each of our commissions and committees, as well as
other designated at-large members.

We greatly appreciate those who are willing to
serve and to lead us in ministry for the upcoming
year. We have been blessed by wonderful people
who faithfully share in their gifts and talents.

- Helping Hands wants to thank
everyone who helped make the Christmas Child
project here at Cokesbury another successful event.
Because of the generosity of the congregation, we
were able to deliver over 100 boxes to the drop-off
point where they were packaged and placed on
trucks to the next stop in North Carolina. There they
will be prepared for the long flights to children all
over the world. Just the thought of the joy on the
faces of the children receiving our gifts is reward
enough for our efforts. In addition to the shoe box
gifts, nearly $700 was contributed to pay for
shipping of the packages. Thank you for your caring
hearts!

peopl ebs

us
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Uni t ed Met h (Upﬂeites CorinthiViQ2: M &. lﬁyéh ®ad the passage, just

By Gayle Urban imagine how it relates to Cokesbury because even
though we consist of many individuals and
Saturday, Dec. 5: UMW Sub-Di st r 'S committees, we always find ourselves moving
Advent Breakfast, hosted at Good forward as one body in Christ.
Shepherd UMC in Dale City. UMW and
friends from local churches will gather 1 The UMM's annual Thanksgiving dinner was
for the event. There is no cost. Thisisa served on Sunday, November 22™. We hope
wonderful way to begin the Christmas season! everybody was well served and the meal was
Time: 9 a.m.-11 am. enjoyable. The love offering from the
Event: Breakfast buffet; Program led by Thanksgiving dinner goes to help establish an
Reverend Marilyn Spencer (message and endowment fund for the c
communion); Christmas hymn sing. ministries. The dinner raised nearly $1,200.
Coordinator: Gayle Urban We thank everyone for their contribution.
Monday, Dec. 14: AChristmas PafNgvembdhés ef amiet order s
no Circle meetings this day. Instead the Cokesbury delivered on Friday, November 20th and we
UMW and UMM celebrate with their annual appreciated everybody picking up their order(s)
Christmas party in the church fellowship hall. and are grateful to those who reordered for
Time: 6:30 p.m. December. If you haven't signed up for
Cost: $10; please pay in advance to Emmett or additional fruit, please look for signup sheets
Mary Wright, or Peggy Dorton. around the church and do your best to support
Menu: Food from Carr ab bar@uallprbgiarh.i an restaur ant
After the meal we'll sing a few carols, and have
an Ornament Exchange. If you want to par- 9 The UMM will support a drive for outerwear
ticipate in the Exchange, bring a wrapped (coats) to be collected on behalf of Wesley
ornament...it can be elegant or eclectic, fancy Housing Development Corporation (a ministry
or funky. |t 6s al | p a pfthe Ugifed Methodist €hureh to provide
affordable housing to low income families).
As 2009 comes to a close, we thank God for all that Boxes will soon be placed at Cokesbury and at
we have been able to do through UMW. It has Sams Club. Additional information will be
been a fulfilling year! forthcoming.
As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the 1 Joe BeMiller mentioned that many of the
Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted and residents at the Envoy nursing center appreciate
built up in him and established in the faith, jUSt as the monthly visits from Cokesbury's men and
you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. women. If you wish to be a part of a caring and
Colossians 2:6 giving ministry, please see Joe and ask how you
can get involved. Everyone is welcome.
United Methodist Men News In preparation for our elevator installation,
By Joe Greene numerous construction projects were completed on

the upstairs level. The "old" library has been
remodeled and is now the "new" choir room, and
the mechanical room along with the "old" choir
room have been reconfigured. Kyle Keen, Jack
Jewell, Tom Taylor, Don Dorton and Olin Bockes
were the on-site contractors so please acknowledge
their talents because it is from their tireless efforts
This mont hés message tHatohestlascenplishments Have been compdettdy |
many partso and the scripture readi ng cWimeSonpaed I St

Following our opening prayer
and inspirational music, one man
leads the group in a devotional
presentation that usually consists of a
short message followed by a scripture
reading.
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4 Bernadette Baiden-Amissah

5 Casey Commerce

7 Landon Vasseur

8 Thomas Lewis

13 Martin Atta

15  Jesse Simmons
Becky Ash

16  Suzette Fulton
Wanda Lawson

18  Michael Petitt

20  Andrew Yoho
Russ Urban
John Obeng

21 Judith McCain

22 Debbie Clark

23 Terry Edmonds

24 Marian Gherke
Bill Mahan

26  Christopher Jeffries

27  Pam Herin
Delpha Martin

29  Michael Gribik, Jr.
Robert Schaver

Think

| Wishes To:

Dorothy Cooper
Lawrence Kotei
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AMPEMOMO

One rechargeable battery can save the use of up to
1,000 single-use alkaline batteries.

Remember: Cokesbury UMC is a recycling drop off point for

Prince William County.

Green

The Colonnade
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Suzie & Ronnie Hawes
5 Marsha & Mike Eland
19  Cynthia & Arthur Rohlfs
Betty & Joe Greene
22 Cheryl & Michael Petitt
27  Monica & Roy Arredondo
30  Musu & Daniel Gueh

Grateful Appreciation

What a wonderful surprise and special
blessing to receive the beautiful acrylic
recognition award on Sunday, November 22. |
have been blessed by being appointed to serve as
Cokesburyds pastor.
responded with kindness to both Gayle and me. I
cannot think of a better place to serve and look
forward to many more years in ministry together.
Thank you, everyone. You continue to be a
blessing!

Sincerely,
Pastor Russ

Be Green 0 Prevent Toxic Waste

|
Q !:"

Continue to do your part. .

| oved us
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Advent Calendar of Special Events at Cokesbury UMC

Saturday, November 28

Sunday, November 29

Tuesday, December 1

Sunday, December 6

Tuesday, December 8

Saturday, December 12

Sunday, December 13

Monday, December 14
Tuesday, December 15

Saturday, December 19

Sunday, December 20

Tuesday, December 22
Thursday, December 24

Sunday, December 27

(Continued from page 4 UMM News)

So, to them, gratitude is offered with
this quotation and bible verse taken from
God's Little Instruction Book For Men 1

Loving

Hanging of the Greens

Advent Study, Lesson 1
Worship Service
Potluck Luncheon

Advent Study, Lesson 1

Worship Service
Advent Study, Lesson 2
Helping Hands Party

Advent Study, Lesson 2

Cookie Sale
Ham Dinner

Worship Service
Advent Study, Lesson 3

UM Men & Women Party
Advent Study, Lesson 3

Chi l
Chi l

drends
drenods

Advent Study, Lesson 4
Worship: Christmas Cantata

Advent Study, Lesson 4

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

Worship: Christmas Hymns and
Installation of Officers for 2010
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8:30 a.m.

9am.T 10 am.
10:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.

10am.7 11 am.

8:30am. & 11 am.
9:457 10:45 a.m.
12:15 p.m.

10am.7 11 am.

9 a.m. I noon
Spm.T 7p.m.

830am. & 11 am.
9:457 10:45 a.m.

6:30 p.m.
10am.7 11 am.

ggpnmmas Pageant
g:30ma3dpnkarty

9am.T 10 am.
10:30 a.m.

10am.T 11 a.m.
7pm. & 11 p.m.

10:30 a.m.

"The measure of a man is not what he
does on Sunday, but rather who he is

Monday through Saturday."

Be filled with the knowledge of
God's will that you may live lives worthy
of the Lord, fully pleasing him, as you

bear fruit in every good work.
Colossians 1:10.

The Colonnade

18; $65

soon.

AJournal i

Training for Ministry and Spiritual Growth

Leadership Training Day is Saturday, Jan. 9, 9 AM - 2:30
PM, at the Northern Virginia Community College (NVCC),
Annandale Campus. Cost is $25 for pre-registration by Dec.
for

The training is open to everyone. You do not need to be
filling a leadership position to attend. Examples of classes are
Al ntegrating
ng.
and follow the links to see all the classes offered.
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Sunday Worship Services The Colonnade Staff

8:30 AM & 11 AM Editor: Bunny Mahar
Nursery available at both services. Calendar: Bunny Mahar

. The 5"1 am. worship service features Postal Coordinator: Melissa Clark
§ OKAf RNBYQa ¢62NBKALI T2NJ

: Articles for the Colonnade are due by the 15" of
Sunday Schodt 9:45 AM(for children, youth, and adults) feres for me o onnade afe Cue by Hhe 0

eachmonthf or t he next month

If there is a 5th Sunday in the month, the worship service Place articles in: Church Mailbox #3

day begins at 10:30 AM and there is no Sunday Schog OR e-mail them to: office@cokesburyumc.us

See the Web for more informationhttp://www.CokesburyUMC.us Church Office: 703-494-5400
Campbell 6s Label s/ Gener al Mi | | S 0
The Mission/ OQutreach Commi ssion collects Campbe!
for Educationo coupons for the Red Bird Misgion
t ho Campbell 6s Labels and Gener al Mills Label:

[Z22A Labels for Education A

Nourishing people’s lives everywhere, every day.
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http://www.CokesburyUMC.us
mailto:office@cokesburyumc.us

