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From the Administrative Council 
By Walter Blair, Chair 

Happy New Year! 

2009 brought new and unique 

challenges to the Cokesbury UMC 

family.  The big hit for the year, which 

left essentially no one untouched, was 

of course the virtual meltdown of the 

U.S. and world economies.  Whether you are still in 

the work force or retired, it was almost impossible to 

not feel its effects, whether from reduced benefits, 

reduced work hours and commensurate pay or, for 

some, joining the growing ranks of the unemployed.  

And the difficult times continue still.  While the 

stock market has recovered almost to its pre-crash 

levels, unemployment – and underemployment – are 

still high, and the building market and consumer 

confidence remain low. 

Yet even in the face of our own personal 

challenges and hardships in 2009, the Cokesbury 

community continued to reflect Christ's mission in 

recognizing that no matter how low or needy we may 

become within ourselves, there are those within our 

church community and the community and world 

around us that are in even more need.  If each of us 

on our own were to try and address all the needs 

around us, we would be quickly overwhelmed by the 

shear weight of the daunting task.  But as a 

community bound together for the purpose of God's 

work, we are able and willing to share our own bit of 

money, time, and talent, and so our own efforts are 

magnified and projected to where they are needed. 

In this way our works and efforts in 2009 

continued our great tradition of reaching out to each 

other and the world around us, and we accomplished 

much during a time so hard.  We are blessed with 

core leaders willing to walk before us and create our 

paths, and with dedicated committee 

and mission members willing to 

lend their hearts and talents 

wherever they may be needed. 

2010 appears to promise more of the 

same as we work to recover from 

the economic crunch, and will 

present more and new challenges for our church 

family.  I begin 2010 confident we have the leaders 

in place to guide us in meeting the needs of the 

church and community, but there is always a place 

for one more set of hands, one more voice, or a few 

more dollars to continue our fundamental mission of 

making Christian disciples.  If you have not done so 

already, please open your eyes and heart, and find 

your place within the vital and vibrant ministries of 

Cokesbury UMC. 

May God continue to bless you and Cokesbury 

United Methodist Church. 

 

Training for Ministry  

and Spiritual Growth 

Leadership Training Day is Saturday, Jan. 9, 

9 AM - 2:30 PM, at the Northern Virginia 

Community College (NVCC), Annandale Campus.  

Cost is $65 at the door if you have not  pre-

registered. 

The training is open to everyone.  You do not 

need to be filling a leadership position to attend.  

Examples of classes are ―Integrating Ministry & 

Outreach,‖ ―Sabbath Time,‖ and ―Journaling.‖  

Please go to http://www.novaumc.org/ltd.html and 

follow the links to see all the classes offered. 
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A New Year , An Enduring Hope 
3 In our prayers for you we always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 4 for we have heard 

of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints, 5 because of the hope laid up for 

you in heaven.  You have heard of this hope before in the word of the truth, the gospel 6 that has come to 

you.  Just as it is bearing fruit and growing in the whole world, so it has been bearing fruit among 

yourselves from the day you heard it and truly comprehended the grace of God.  

9 For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not ceased praying for you and asking that you 

may be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 10 so that you may 

lead lives worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, as you bear fruit in every good work and as you grow in 

the knowledge of God. 11 May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, 

and may you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully 12 giving thanks to the Father, 

who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has rescued us from the 

power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, 

the forgiveness of sins.     Colossians 1:3-6, 9-14  

At the start of a new year, most people look 
forward with hope.  They are eager to put the past 
behind them.  They have a hopeful expectation 
that the new year will bring new and good things. 

Christians especially should understand the 
power of a future hope.  The apostle Paul in his 
ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǘ /ƻƭƻǎǎŀŜ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ƻŦ ŀ άƘƻǇŜ 
ƭŀƛŘ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ 
hope, according to Paul, comes to us through the 
word of truth, in other words, the gospel message 
ŀōƻǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΦ 

In the gospel, we find the Word of God full of 
promise and hope.  It is a message of redemption 
and forgiveness made real to us through the 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ upon the cross.  And as we 
grow in knowledge of the gospel message we grow 
in spiritual wisdom and understanding.  This in turn 
enables us to lead lives worthy of the Lord, pleasing 
God and bearing fruit in every good work. 

Hope and trust in the Word of God allows us to 
face the year ahead with the assurance that God 
will be a guiding influence and a source of power in 
our lives.  We can, therefore, face the future with a 
certainty that other people may not have. 

In essence, Paul is saying that if Christ has gone 
to such lengths to secure our salvation, then we 
can be assured that God will continue to be a part 
of our lives.  Paul says that God has not brought 

about our salvation to merely let us drift through 
life.  He has rescued us from the powers of 
darkness and has transferred us into the kingdom 
of his beloved Son. 

As we live out our lives, clearly we still face all 
the hardships and circumstances of life just like 
everyone else.   We understand that the full reality 
of the scriptural promises will not be fulfilled until a 
future time when we experience the fullness of 
DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǎǘŀƴŘ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ 
in heaven.  Our heavenly future is a promise worth 
hoping for.  It is a future worthy of grand 
expectation and hope. 

To have hope is to trust.  In this case, the 
Christian hope relies upon the steadfastness of 
DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎΦ  .ȅ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴΣ ƘƻǇŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ 
dimension.  But in this case, Paul is telling the 
Colossians that there is a certainty to this Christian 
hope that will have its consummation at our 
salvation, because it is already present in heaven.  
¢ƘŜ ƘƻǇŜ ƻŦ ŀ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊΩǎ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǎŜŎǳǊŜŘ ƛƴ 
heaven and nothing can alter that. 

So, at the start of a new year (some would 
even say a new decade) as the world hopes for 
something better than what has past, let us find 
peace in knowing that our hope is secured by what 
God has provided to us through Christ, our Savior. 

Lƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜΣ Russ  
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Money Matters 
 By Mary Seltzer, Treasurer 

Good News!!   

As you know, 2009 at Cokesbury UMC was 

jam-packed with ministry, worship, outreach and 

church upkeep.  If we were to list everything, there 

would be pages and pages. The list for December 

alone would probably be more than a page. And, 

besides all the benevolent and worship deeds in 

December, we replaced two more furnaces in our 

church building. 

Questions you asked:  

Question: So, how did we do financially in 2009?  

Answer:  It was close.  Very, very close.  The last 

offering on the last Sunday of the year put us ―over 

the top.‖  Our 2009 expenses are all paid!  We are 

still a debt-free church!  Hallelujah! 

Question:  So, did we make budget? 

Answer:  No, our income was short of budget by 

about 3%.  However, our leaders, noting the tough 

economy, tried to spend conservatively and thus 

under-spent the budget. 

Question:  So, if spending was conservative, did 

we pay our apportionments? 

Answer:  Yes, we paid 100% of them.  Both the 

Alexandria District and the Virginia Conference 

Apportionments were paid in full. 

[Apportionments are one way in which 

Cokesbury UMC is a connectional church joining 

with other United Methodist churches to be in 

ministry throughout the world.  Cokesbury UMC is 

much ―larger‖ than a pretty little church, sitting on 

a knoll amongst trees in Woodbridge, Virginia.  

Cokesbury is fulfilling Acts 1:8 “…and you shall 

be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and 

Samaria and to the ends of the earth.”   

Cokesbury, with prayers (see weekly 

bulletins), apportionments, special offerings and 

service is working in Woodbridge, Northern 

Virginia, the USA and to the ends of the earth.]  

 Now, upward, outward and onward in 2010! 

Aluminum Can Ministry 
By Don Dorton 

The support for this program by Cokesbury 

members and friends has been outstanding.  The 

number of people participating has greatly increased 

in recent months and more and more people are 

crushing cans before depositing them in the 

collection bin.  Crushing cans or simply squeezing 

them in the middle greatly reduces the volume and 

makes them easier to bag, store and transport to the 

recycling center. 

As 2009 becomes history, in spite of the 

outstanding support from Cokesbury members and 

friends the aluminum can ministry 

was not able to meet the goal of 

2000 pounds and $600.  We almost 

made it but fell just a bit short by 

about 300 pounds and $170. 

Appreciation is expressed to everyone who 

participated in this recycling program. Your support 

has been outstanding throughout 

the entire year. A special "thank 

you" to those of you who took the 

time to crush cans before bringing 

them to the collection bin.  

Wishing you and your families a very  

HAPPY NEW YEAR!  

Installation of Church Leaders 

On Sunday, January 10th  Cokesbury’s officers 

and ministry leaders for 2010 will be installed.  They 

include the officers of the United Methodist Men 

and Women, the Board of Trustees, and the 

members of the Administrative Council.  The 

Council is comprised of the chairperson(s) from 

each of our commissions and committees, as well as 

other designated at-large members. 

We greatly appreciate those who are willing to 

serve and to lead us in ministry for the upcoming 

year.  We have been blessed by wonderful people 

who faithfully share in their gifts and talents. 
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United Methodist Women’s Update 
By Gayle Urban, Unit President (703-494-2963) 

Greetings to all in 2010!  It is a new 

year, and we look forward to God’s 

guidance. 

Officers of the Cokesbury Unit of 

United Methodist Women for 2010 are: 

President, Gayle Urban; Vice President, Donna 

Sapp; Treasurer, Peggy Dorton; Secretary, Barb 

Wagner.   

The Unit is made up of two Circles—the 

Evening Circle, and the Ruth Circle.  Both Circles 

meet on the 2nd Monday of the month, at the 

church.   

The Ruth Circle meets at 1 p.m.  Ruth Circle’s 

president is Barb Firth; secretary is Barb Wagner; 

treasurer is Mary Taylor.   

The Evening Circle meets at 7:30 p.m.  

Evening Circle’s president is Gayle Urban; vice 

president is Donna Sapp; secretary is Karen 

Amidon; treasurer is Peggy Dorton. 

All women of the church are invited and 

encouraged to attend either of the Circles, and 

participate in the activities of UMW.  Our UMW 

Unit follows the Conference UMW’s ―Mission 

Today‖ guidelines as we continue to be involved in 

mission through prayer, study, and action. 

Mark Your Calendar for Upcoming Events! 

Wednesday, Feb. 17:  UMW from Alexandria 

District gather at Bethel UMC in Woodbridge, for 

the Ash Wednesday service; 10 a.m.-11 a.m. 

Saturday, March 6:  9 a.m.-3 p.m.  Mini -School of 

Christian Mission, sponsored by District UMW, is 

held at Fairfax UMC.  Register by Feb. 26; cost is 

$15, including lunch.   Forms available. 

UM Day at the Virginia General 

Assembly, February 4, 2010 

For the past 17 years, United Methodist Day at 

the General Assembly has helped faith 

communities become empowered to serve as 

missionaries of justice, as well as the more 

traditional missionaries of mercy.  United 

Methodist Day, and other avenues of faithful 

advocacy, help United Methodists look beyond 

mercy ministry to ask, ―What caused this problem?  

What causes hunger?  Unemployment?  Poverty?  

Inadequate health care?  Global warming?‖   

We empower members of congregations who 

wonder, ―How can I make a difference?  How can I 

be a good Samaritan in our world to the fullest 

sense?‖   

United Methodist 

Day gives 

congregations a 

vehicle for reaching 

beyond themselves 

and introduces 

them to the Social 

Principles of the 

United Methodist 

Church in a 

meaningful way.  It allows United Methodist 

members an opportunity to voice their concerns and 

desires for legislative action to delegates of the 

Virginia General Assembly 

“...what does the Lord require of you but to do 

justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly 

with your God.”  Micah 6:8 

Check out the brochure at the UMC website 

http://vaumc.org/NCFileRepository/

ChurchSociety/2010UMDayGeneralAssembly.pdf  

and plan to join Bishop Kammerer and hundreds of 

Virginia Conference United Methodists on 

February 4, 2010 who intend to transform the world 

for the sake of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  

http://vaumc.org/NCFileRepository/ChurchSociety/2010UMDayGeneralAssembly.pdf
http://vaumc.org/NCFileRepository/ChurchSociety/2010UMDayGeneralAssembly.pdf
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2 Linda & Mike Alvey 

12 Naomi & James Shaw 

13 Bunny & Glenn Wirick 

14 Linda & Carl Ennis 

19 Winnie & Chuck Hogan 

 Su & Bob Kucharuk 

21 Donna & Roshier Bailey 

30 Mary & Jack Jewell 

2 Oless Gherke 

 Mark Young 

 John Baiden-Amissah 

 Nathaniel Lamptey 

3 Ama Obeng 

4 Jacqueline Elliott 

 Pearl Bickersteth 

5  Terence Quaye 

 Mike Cowan 

6 Doreen Johnson 

 Naomi Shaw 

 Tanya Vance 

9 Melanie Irby 

10 Hannah Simensen 

11 Rita Johnson 

12 Eileen Moore 

 Kathryn Nelson 

14 Joseph Elliott 

15 Laura Ash 

17 Wendy Lamptey 

 John Watjen 

18 Roberta Deahl 

 Hunter Wertz 

 LaShanda Patrick 

 Sara Edmonds 

19 Glenda Lawson 

 Richard Derr 

22 Diane Haggart 

 Beatrice Quartey 

 Alexandria Westog 

24 Peggy Dorton 

25 Victoria Rodriguez 

26 Heather Johnson 

27 Michael Gribik 

28 Greg Harper 

 Doreen Addison 

29  Brent Fortenberry 

 Eric BeMiller 

30 Kimora Fabien 

 
Why not both? 

ñSoup-er Luncheonò 
February 7, 12:15 p.m. 

$4 per person 
 

Come on out and enjoy your favorite 

homemade soup.  Some choices: 

¶ Clam Chowder 

¶ Vegetable Beef Soup 

¶ French Onion Soup 

¶ Bean Soup 

¶ Potato Soup 

¶ Split Pea Soup 

¶ Broccoli-Cheese Soup 

¶ …and more! 

Salad, Crackers, Beverages, and Dessert 
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Women’s Small Group 
By Robin BeMiller 

All women are invited to come to a women’s 

Small Group which will meet on Tuesday, January 

26th at Robin BeMiller’s house from 6:00 to 7:30 pm.  

The focus of our group meeting will be ―Self-

Control,‖ a good topic to start out the new year.    

If you need directions or want further infor-

mation, contact Robin BeMiller at 703-303-9017 or 

email rbemiller@comcast.net. 

Missions and Outreach 
By Robin BeMiller 

Mission Trip Leaders are persons who have 

heard God’s call to lead a team into a mission field.  

Have you ever wondered what a mission team leader 

does and how they do it?  Now is your time to have 

those questions answered.  The Mission/Outreach 

Commission is interested in identifying those who 

might be interested in leading a mission team from 

Cokesbury on a mission trip in 2010.   

If interested or just want some more infor-

mation, contact Robin BeMiller at 703-303-9017 or 

email rbemiller@comcast.net. 

The Cokesbury Comforters 
By Marian Gherke 

Our prayer shawl ministry is two months into its 

second year.  The past year has been a learning 

experience.  We’ve been given 

opportunities to develop our 

own ―style‖ of work that was to 

bring comfort to the recipient. 

We do our best to fill requests, 

which are to be for others, not 

for ourselves.  We wish we 

could work faster or have more 

help to be more prompt with the requests. 

Our group varies in size from visitors to the 

regulars.  Some are long-time crafters to ―newbies.‖  

Our sewing guru, Betty Greene, teaches the art of 

crochet, while explaining various patterns and how to 

create them. Mary Taylor’s extra talent is that of 

photographer and historian.  She takes pictures of our 

finished crafts, and often of the unsuspecting crafters. 

Cindy Lutman has wondered why we don’t meet 

weekly.  She has decided she likes to crochet as well 

as knit. Peggy Keen, Peggy Dorton, and Melanie 

Blair are among the new crocheters (Betty’s students) 

and Cheryl Yoho, a new knitter, a student of Marian 

Gherke. 

On January 17, a dedication service is planned 

for the crafts.  The schedule for 2010 is a meeting on 

the 2nd and 4th of each month.  There are times when 

church events may postpone our regular schedule. 

Grateful Appreciation! 

¶ Tom Taylor wants to thank the congregation for 

their prayers and cards during his brother's illness 

and subsequent death.  Your expressions of 

kindness were greatly appreciated. 

¶ We greatly appreciate the wonderful job of snow 

removal by the Hispanic church.  It took many 

hours for a job well done.  Muchas gracias! 

More Soup! 
By Bunny Mahar 

Helping Hands will sponsor 

their Soup & Salad Luncheon again 

on February 7.  Once again you can 

share in a wealth of delicious homemade soups – 

from bean soup to clam chowder.  If you have a fa-

vorite, you will almost surely find it here.   

Along with a variety of cold-weather comfort 

food, you will enjoy a tossed salad, crackers, bever-

ages and dessert.  The cost for this wonderful repast 

is only $4 per person.  Please take one soup so every-

one gets their favorite, then come back for more.  Eat 

all you want, but eat all you take.  Carry-outs will be 

sold separately.  

Stewardship Seminar: 

Intercessory Prayer 

The Stewardship Commission is hosting a 

seminar led by Pastor Russ on intercessory 

prayer.  As we pray for the needs of others, we 

discover that we grow in our faith as we 

practice the habits of Christian discipleship. 

When:  Saturday, January 30, 10 AM to noon 

 Continental Breakfast at 9:30 a.m. 

Where: Fellowship Hall 

Everyone is welcome! 

mailto:rbemiller@comcast.net
mailto:rbemiller@comcast.net


Sunday Worship Services 
8:30 AM & 11 AM 

Nursery available at both services. 
The 11 a.m. worship service features  

ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŦƻǊ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƎŜŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ 

Sunday School at 9:45 AM (for children, youth, and adults) 

If there is a 5th Sunday in the month, the worship service that 
day begins at 10:30 AM and there is no Sunday School. 

See the Web for more information:  http://www.CokesburyUMC.us  

The Colonnade Staff 

Editor:  Bunny Mahar 

Calendar:  Bunny Mahar 

Postal Coordinator:  Bob Mahar 

Articles for the Colonnade are due by the 15th of 

each month for the next month’s edition. 

Place articles in:  Church Mailbox #3 

OR e-mail them to:  office@cokesburyumc.us  

Church Office:  703-494-5400 

Think  

green  

Be Green — Conserve Electricity 

Unplug your gadgets.  Chargers for cell phones, iPods, and PDAs still 

draw energy even when they're not in use. 

Remember:  Cokesbury UMC is a recycling drop off point for Prince 

William County.   

Continue to do your part. 
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