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Relief Efforts for Haiti 

Following the January 12 earthquake in Haiti, 

Cokesbury responded with a generous outpouring 

of support for the people of Haiti.  $650 was 

collected on the Sunday immediately following the 

earthquake and has already been sent to the United 

Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) for 

their relief efforts in that area. 

With much generosity from the congregation, 

we were able to put together 50 health kits in 5 

days.  Thank you all for the quick response and 

willing hands.  These health kits are a part of a 

much larger effort that includes United Methodist 

churches throughout the nation and even 

internationally.  In these kits are items for basic 

hygiene that will be used by the people of Haiti. 

The United Methodist Church continues our 

recovery work in Haiti.   Our General Board of 

Global Ministries has partnership with the 

Methodist Church of Haiti and has coordinated 

many volunteer mission trips to that nation even 

prior to the earthquake striking the country. 

There are 12 Advance projects in Haiti, 

including Grace Children's Hospital and Pediatric 

Clinic. Partnered with International Child Care 

(ICC), this mission provides general medical care 

with particular treatments for respiratory 

conditions. The hospital was severely damaged 

during the earthquake, causing the death of one 

orphan.  Frequent updates about Grace's Children's 

Hospital are at:  http://us.internationalchildcare.org/ 

As recovery efforts continue, support of 

Haitian mission projects through The Advance will 

be crucial. With eight of the 12 projects directly 

related to health care, housing, and hunger 

alleviation, support of these efforts will be a 

substantial part of rebuilding Haiti. 

Advance Projects Related to Haiti 

¶ Haiti Emergency Advance #418325 

¶ Community Health Workers Program and Goat 

Project Advance #418705 

¶ Family Health Ministries Women's and 

Children's Health Programs Advance #3021059 

¶ Grace Children's Hospital and Pediatric Clinic 

Advance # 418520 

¶ Haiti Children Project Advance #3020507  

¶ Haiti Global Mission Partners Advance 

#00483L 

¶ Haiti Undesignated Advance #00483A 

¶ Haitian Artisans for Peace International 

Advance #3020490   

¶ Haitian Creole Pig Project Advance #418002 

¶ Hot Lunch Program Advance #418790 

¶ Integrated Community Health Advance 

#418847   

¶ Solar Oven Project Advance #418812 

 For more information about any of these 

Advance projects go to: http://new.gbgm-umc.org/

advance/projects/search/ 

Continued prayers are needed for the people of 

Haiti and those who minister to them. Financial 

support is also vital, especially in light of the 

challenges of getting material goods into that 

country. Later, after the situation is stable, 

volunteers will be needed to rebuild Haiti. 

Rev. Sam Dixon, executive officer of 

UMCOR, and Rev. Clint Rabb, who worked with 

mission volunteers through UMVIM, were killed 

after being trapped in the earthquakeôs rubble.  

These men were there, meeting with others in that 

country, to plan improved health services for Haiti, 

when the quake struck.   
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Money Matters 
 By Mary Seltzer, Treasurer 

2010 ï Off to an Impressive Start!  

If the first three weeks of January are any 

indicator of whatôs to come, 2010 is going to be a 

very impressive year of ministry and service in the 

life of Cokesbury UMC.  

Tops on everyoneôs mind right now is the 

tragedy in Haiti.  As mentioned last month, 

Cokesbury UMC is a connectional church, meaning 

that it is part of a much larger community.  We 

gave a sizeable offering last week for the Haiti 

Emergency and that has already been sent to 

UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief).  

Since a special offering is given one Sunday a year 

for UMCOR administrative costs, 100% of monies 

now given, go to help the people of Haiti. Also, 

UMCOR called for health kits to help provide basic 

necessities to people who lost everything.  

Cokesbury UMC provided 50 health kits. 

To begin the New Year, a group from 

Cokesbury attended the UMC Districtsô seminars 

held at the Northern Virginia Community College 

in Annandale.  There were three workshop sessions 

during the day with twelve to seventeen choices of 

workshops for each session. Even lunch was 

provided in our cost of only $25. Churches from all 

over northern Virginia were represented. I had very 

interesting conversations with members from other 

churches during lunch and learned that they have 

the same intense interest in ministry and service as 

Cokesbury.  Hopefully, even more from Cokesbury 

will attend next year. 

The Stewardship Committee met and declared 

that money is only a small part of being good 

stewards.  Each quarter of 2010 a different aspect 

of stewardship will be stressed.  The first one will 

be prayer and our relationship with God. By the 

time this is read, the Intercessory Prayer Seminar 

and the UM menôs breakfast will have occurred. 

A call to help built a ramp for a member who 

is coming home from the hospital in a wheelchair 

has just gone out. That will probably be completed 

this weekend. The Administrative Council met and 

spent some time on the annual calendar ï finagling 

time slots to fit in everything this year. Also, it was 

Aluminum Can Ministry 
By Don Dorton 

Appreciation is extended to all Cokesbury 

members and friends who continue to support the 

aluminum can recycling program.  Recently we 

were able to collect and recycle 360 pounds of cans 

earning a total of $190.80 for this ministry.  This 

could not have been possible without your support.  

A special note of appreciation to Kyle Keen 

and Tom Taylor who faithfully come and help with 

processing and bagging these cans and getting them 

ready for recycling. 

Please continue to save your aluminum cans 

and deposit them in the collection bin located in 

front of the UMM Fruit Shed. 

You can also help by simply 

squeezing cans in the middle before 

depositing them. This reduces the 

volume and makes the cans easier to 

store and transport. It also saves on 

the number of bags needed to run this ministry. 

If you are interested in helping with this 

recycling program you may call or email me for 

details. 

stated that our church goals would be evaluated 

each month. The UM Youth are sponsoring a Chili 

Cook-off the end of January. The chili dinner is 

free but any donated funds will go to buy animals 

for peoples in poorer countries.  This past Sunday 

many beautiful handmade prayer shawls were 

dedicated to give comfort to those needing random 

kindness. Our ACTS liaison called for boxes of 

cereal to be given for the food shelf.  Missions and 

Outreach met and has a long list of endeavors 

planned. 

The installation of our new church-building 

elevator is nearing completion.  We have enough 

money to pay off the contract!  We may need a 

little more for such things as paint or plumbing. 

And, if you have watched your church bulletin, 

you know that income has exceeded budget for the 

first three weeks of January.  We completed 2009 

in a wonderful way and it appears 2010 is going to 

be an even better year of worship, ministry and 

service. 
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The One Who Came to Save  

ñThe Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost.ò Luke 19:10 

ñIf you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the 

dead, you will be saved.ò Romans 10:9  

Salvation of any kind always involves two 
parties, the savior and the one being saved.  The 
effectiveness of salvation depends on a unique kind 
of cooperation by both parties.  Someone who tries 
to save a drowning person may find that the victim 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘŜΣ Ƴŀȅ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘǊŜǎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎƻ 
frantically as to make saving all but impossible.  
Sometimes the one drowning fails to realize that 
the best contribution to the saving process is to 
relax and leave the saving to the rescuer.  There is a 
certain amount of surrender that aids the saving 
process. 

Speaking theologically, salvation is true to the 
pattern.  There is a Savior τ Jesus Christ, and there 
are those in need of salvation τ all humankind.  
Frequently human beings have more confidence in 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘƘŀƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ŀǾƛƻǊΩǎ 
ability to redeem them.  And in some instances the 
ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƛƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴΦ  
For many the concept of self-reliance and reward 
for hard work is carried over and misapplied to 
their understanding of salvation and spiritual 
connection with God. 

The Old Testament prophets, however, 
ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ 
ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊŀŎŜΦ  {ŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ 
intervention beyond what humans can do for 
themselves.  The Old Testament also reminds us 
God works through a people, in that case the 
nation of Israel. 

Salvation in the New Testament still moves 
through the people of God, a holy community.  But 
now this community is the church.  And it soon 
becomes clear that there is an individual response 
that is required.  Where previously one was part of 
the community by birth, as an Israelite, now one 
comes to the community by believing. 

 

It also becomes clear that sin is the problem 
that must be overcome.  It is sin with its power to 
suffocate and destroy that threatens to drown its 
victim. 

¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ DƻŘΩǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 
saving humans from the consequences of their sin 
and bringing them into right relationship with God.  
And that leads us to the role of Jesus Christ. 

Matthew 1:21 tells us that Jesus, whose name 
literally means saviorΣ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ άǎŀǾŜ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƛƴǎΦέ  ¢ƘŜ bŜǿ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ 
ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ŀōƻǳǘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǊƻƭŜ ŀǎ {ŀǾƛƻǊΦ  CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
earliest pronouncement about the birth of Jesus, it 
was proclaimed that Jesus came so that we might 
be saved. 

¢ƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ 
salvation plan existed from eternity, and that it 
took embodiment and entered into the world in 
Jesus Christ. His birth and ministry were part of 
DƻŘΩǎ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ƻŦ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴΦ  /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǿŀǎ ōƻǊƴ ǎƻ 
that he die. 

The gospels tell of Jesus setting his face toward 
Jerusalem, the place where he would be crucified.  
He went to the cross purposefully; obedient to 
DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ƻŦ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

By his death, Jesus did become Savior to all 
who believe.  Still more, he entered into conflict 
with the powers that otherwise enslave the human 
race.  Through Jesus all our trespasses were 
forgiven, erasing the record that stood against us 
with its legal demands for punishment and freeing 
us from the guilt and the power of sin. 

Ultimately, the issue of salvation is always the 
same.  Someone is in need of saving, and there is a 
savior τ Jesus Christ. 

Lƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜΣ Russ  
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United Methodist Womenôs Update 
By Gayle Urban, Unit President (703-494-2963) 

Cokesbury UMW is sponsoring a 

womenôs ñmini-retreatò at the church 

on Saturday, March 13, 12:30-4:30 

p.m.  The theme is ñGod Knows Your 

Name,ò and cost is $5.  Weôll have 

music, activities, refreshments, spiritual 

message, and more.  Those coordinating the event 

are Gayle Urban, Barb Firth, Robin BeMiller.   

UMW Circle meetings are Feb. 8, with Ruth 

Circle (led by Barb Firth) at 1 p.m., and Evening 

Circle (led by Gayle Urban) at 7:30 p.m.   

Here are Upcoming Events! 

Wednesday, Feb. 17:  UMW from Alexandria 

District gather at Bethel UMC in Woodbridge, for 

the Ash Wednesday service; 10 a.m.-11 a.m. 

Saturday, March 6:  9 a.m.-3 p.m.  Mini -School of 

Christian Mission, sponsored by District UMW, is 

held at Fairfax UMC.  Register by Feb. 26; cost is 

$15, including lunch.   Forms available. 

United Methodist Men News 
By Joe Greene 

The cold and flu season surely has 

had an effect on many of us so far this 

winter, and it really impacted our 

United Methodist Men's meeting in 

January.  A significant number of 

regular attendees were under the weather, but, as 

one of our hymns states, ñIt only takes a spark to 

get a fire going.ò  So we weathered on and had an 

enjoyable and productive meeting. 

Next month, February 8, at 7:30, we will be 

honored with a representative from Wesley 

Housing (a ministry of the United Methodist 

Church to provide affordable housing to low 

income families) who will speak to a joint 

UMW/UMM session.  Please come and listen to a 

presentation from someone representing a group 

who really serves the needs of others in such a 

blessed manner. 

We wish to thank everybody for your support 

to our annual fruit program as we are enjoying a 

banner season.  From this wonderful program, we 

are able to provide financial support for our college 

scholarship program, Rising Hope UM Mission 

Church, ACTS and other community charities. 

A special thanks goes out to John Jewell and 

Emmett Wright for their effort in working with 

Sam's Club to allow fruit sales in front of their 

establishment.  The request was denied, but all was 

not lost as Sam's has pledged to provide a $1000 

grant to the UMM.  Quite an outstanding effort 

from these two gentlemen. 

As we begin a new year, let each man in 

Cokesbury consider being a part of our UMM 

ministry and as a continuation of the above hymn, 

ñAnd that's how it is with Godôs love, once youôve 

experienced it, youôll want to pass it on.ò  So we, 

the UMM, are passing on an invitation to please 

come and enjoy the experience of an informal but 

wonderful and meaningful ministry ï it is a step 

you will be glad you took. 

UM Youth:  Soup-er Bowl of 

Caring 

On Super Bowl Sunday, 

February 7, donôt forget to 

bring your can of soup (or 

other food item) to support the 

UM Youthôs effort to help 

alleviate hunger.  All donated 

food will go to the ACTS food pantry. 
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14 Rosemary  Bessey & Solomon Odai, Sr. 

17  Mary & Emmett Wright 

23 Pam & Stephen Tyrrell 

1 Wayne Wirick 

 Andrew Kucharuk 

3 Mary Seltzer 

 Bill Hallman 

4 Laurie Jewell 

7 Joey Galbraith 

8 Alex Surdam 

9 Al Embrey 

 Edward Horne 

 Brad Senecal 

10 Olin Bockes 

11 Wendy Curry 

12 Bob Mahar 

 Kyle Keen 

13 Skyler Curry 

15 Brenda Johnson 

 Barbara Firth 

16 Cameron Tyrrell 

 Gwendolyn DôAiutolo 

17 Barbara Wagner 

 Lydia Ferran 

18 Walter Blair 

19 Valli Cowan 

20 David Durham 

 Monica Arredondo 

 Chad Westog 

22 Colin Tyrrell 

25 Tim Wirick 

26 Rutherford Berry 

27 Donna Bailey 

ñSoup-er Luncheonò 
Sunday, February 7,  

12:15 p.m. 

$4 per person 

 

Donôt miss it! 
 

Come on out and enjoy your favorite 

homemade soup.  Some choices: 

¶ Clam Chowder 

¶ Vegetable Soup 

¶ French Onion Soup 

¶ Bean Soup 

¶ Potato Soup 

¶ Split Pea Soup 

¶ Broccoli-Cheese Soup 

¶ éand more! 

 

Salad, Crackers, Beverages, 

and Dessert 

Service of Repentance 

The Lenten season begins with a ñService of 

Repentanceò on Tuesday evening, Feb. 16, at 7 p.m. 

Prior to the service, the Missions and Outreach 

Commission will host a Pancake Supper at 6 p.m.  

A free will offering for the meal will help fund the 

churchôs mission efforts. 
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Womenôs Small Group 
By Robin BeMiller 

All women are invited to come to a womenôs 

Small Group, which is a time of spiritual focus. 

If you need directions or want further infor-

mation, contact Robin BeMiller at 703-303-9017 or 

email rbemiller@comcast.net. 

Camp Highroad Corner  
By Paula Simensen 

The Camp Highroad 

2010 calendar is now 

available.  Please visit 

www.camphighroad.org 

to see the upcoming 2010 

schedule and additional camp 

information.   

Camp Highroad is a Christian Camp 

Adventure.  Their 2010 summer camp schedule 

begins June 20th for rising 3rd graders through 

12th graders.  The camps are adventures that your 

children will not want to miss!   Please let me 

know if you have any questions about Camp 

Highroad.  Paula Simensen, 703-494-9983, 

psimensen@verizon.net or call Rick Dawson from 

Camp Highroad at (540) 687-6262. 

Grateful Appreciation! 

¶ Thank you so much for your gift at Christmas 

time.  Your kindness is appreciated.  You are 

very special people.  Mary Jane Fizer 

¶ We are very grateful for all of your kindness 

and gifts during the Christmas season.  You 

express in many ways the love of God  and 

bring joy to my ministry at Cokesbury.  Thank 

you.  Russ and Gayle Urban 

Vacation Bible School 
By Melissa Clark 

This looks to be very exciting year at Vacation 

Bible School!  We will be doing a new style of 

program this year called ñJosephôs Journey from 

Prison to Palace.ò 

 It will be a wonderful program, but will 

require a lot of volunteer involvement.  If you 

would be interested in helping with this wonderful 

ministry, please come to our first planning meeting 

on February 10th at 6:00 pm.   Thank you 

Easter Cantata 
By Melissa Clark 

The choir is now practicing for the Easter 

Cantata and would love to have you participate. 

We have moved practice up to 7 p.m. on 

Wednesdays. 

We are enjoying a renewed enthusiasm in all 

our music.  Please come and join us anytime. 

mailto:rbemiller@comcast.net
http://www.camphighroad.org
mailto:psimensen@verizon.net

