
Rarely did a first-time visitor to Cokesbury 

make it into the sanctuary on a Sunday morning, 

without getting one of our special Cokesbury mugs 

handed to them by Doug 

Phelps.  How often did many 

of us arrive at church on 

Sunday morning, and find 

Doug there, holding the door 

open and greeting us with a 

ready smile.  It was all a part 

of his way of making you feel 

welcome at Cokesbury. 

In many ways, Doug epitomized 

for us all how the gift of hospitality 

can be extendedéhow we can put 

the scripture message of ñloving 

otherséas Christ first loved usò into 

practice and be a welcoming place 

for all who choose to come to 

worship.   Now it is important for the 

rest of us to carry on that practice of 

hospitality in whatever ways we can. 

Each of us has ways in which 

we can pass on the example of 

hospitality and welcome that Doug 

gave us.  He took 

time to chat, he 

greeted every 

member of the 

family, he liked to 

tell his latest funny 

joke, or offer you a 

coffee mug. 

We can find ways to carry on 

Dougôs ministry of welcome here at 

Cokesbury.  Hopefully we can do 

just that, with a warm heart, and a 
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friendly smile, and the reminder 

that each of us is a beloved child 

of God. 

 

 ñTrust in the Lord with all your 

heart, and lean not on your own 

understanding; In all your ways 

acknowledge Him, and He will 

direct your paths.ò   

Proverbs 3:5-6  

Cokesbury Weathers a Record Snowfall in Style 

According to Oless Gherke, a founding member of Cokesbury, 

he has never seen the snow piled as high as it was after the last of our 

recent snow storms. 

We owe a special thanks to the Church of God Pentecostal, 

IPDC, for all of the snow removal that they provided to us in 

December, February. 
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Money Matters 
 By Mary Seltzer, Treasurer 

Prayer and Praise ---Thatôs Whatôs Happening! 

A number of significant things have happened 

in February; perhaps the most profound being the 

attitude of prayer and praise that is prevailing in our 

church.  

The Lenten season began the evening of 

February 16th with the Service of Repentance and 

with an emphasis on developing a closer 

relationship with our Risen and Living Savior, 

Jesus Christ. To help us do this, we received a 

Lenten Prayer Guide and Journal. As an 

illustration: For this week, there is a graphic in the 

center of the page with Psalm 32:6 ñTherefore all 

who are faithful offer prayeréò At the top of the 

page there are two one-line scriptures and at the 

bottom a two-line prayer.  For each day (except 

Sunday) there is one thing to pray for and one thing 

to give praise for.  This is a great aid to our Lenten 

journey toward Easter renewal of live. You must 

get one now; there is one waiting for you!  

Beside this, a Stewardship seminar on 

ñIntercessory Prayerò was held, along with a 

continental breakfast provided by the United 

Methodist Men and one of Pastor Russô outstanding 

sermons was ñGiving Thanks.ò 

Another significant thing that happened in 

February was the consecration of the elevator. For 

many years, Cokesbury United Methodist Church 

was in a quandary as to how to help those with 

issues of mobility to move from our sanctuary to 

the fellowship hall.  An elevator is now installed, 

paid for and consecrated for service.  It was the 

many, many donations from groups and 

individuals, including the $3 ones, that made this 

joyful event possible. 

However, during this consecrating ceremony, 

we learned that just having an elevator making it 

possible to get up to the fellowship hall is vain. All 

of us as the people of God needed to re-dedicate 

our lives to service for Christ Jesus and our church 

building to the glory of God, besides consecrating 

the elevator for our aid. It was a moving experience 

and if you missed it, perhaps you can find a copy of 

the ceremony. 

And of course, another event in February was 

our mega snowstorm. There were all kinds of 

planning and fellowship meetings, as well as 

worship that had to be cancelled. When things get 

cancelled, expenses donôt get cancelled and in some 

cases increase.  However, Iôm happy to report that 

the income the following week nearly met budget 

for the two weeks.  

February and March do see some large sized, 

once-a-year expenses like inspections and insurance.   

These can make cash flow tight.  Another happy 

thing to report is that we did meet budget for 

January.  This is something that has not happened 

for quite a few past Januarys! 

So, Cokesbury United Methodist Church, as a 

re-dedicated, praying and praising people of God, is 

moving ahead with much missions and ministries 

being planned for 2010. 

Womenôs Small Group 
By Robin BeMiller 

 

March Schedule 
 

What: Womenôs Small Group 

 

When: Tuesday, March 2nd 6:00 to 7:30 

 Tuesday, March 23rd 6:00 to 7:30 

 Tuesday, March 30th 6:00 to 7:30 

 

Where: Robin BeMillerôs House 

 (703) 303-9017 

 rbemiller@comcast.net 

 

Why: To develop a closer bond with fellow 

sisters who are learning what the Bible 

says about Self-Control. 

 

Who: All Women 

mailto:rbemiller@comcast.net
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What exactly is Potluck & Praise? 
By Robin BeMiller 

Psalm 9:1-2 says, ñI will praise you, O Lord, with all 

my heart; I will tell of all your wonders.  I will be 

glad and rejoice in you; I will sing praise to your 

name, O Most High.ò 

Five years ago, Joe and I looked for a way to 

express our love of God through music.  We started 

Potluck and Praise on Saturday evenings as a way to 

praise God through music.  Originally, we would 

share a fellowship meal, sing, and have a short prayer 

time.  This year, through the guidance of some very 

wise counsel, a devotional time was added in which 

participants could sign up to express the ways in 

which God speaks to them.  We have heard favorite 

scripture, favorite songs, poetry, mission experiences, 

and devotions that made us examine our 

understanding of God.   

Mark your calendars for the second Saturday of 

the month and come join us in praising God through 

song.  

Emmett Wright plays the guitar for Potluck & Praise 

Elevator Dedicated 
By Bunny Mahar 

At the worship service on February 14, 

Cokesbury was able to consecrate and unveil the 

new elevator lift to the congregation.  It was a heart-

warming event, after many months of campaigning, 

waiting for work to be done, and the inspection to be 

complete.  The entire process is a testament to the vision 

and hard work of this church. 

The photo shows Joe and Norma Burnette as the 

first official riders on the elevator.  Norma was 

instrumental, in the beginning, in seeing the need and 

getting a campaign started for an elevator at the church.  

Others took up the fight, and have successfully met the 

goal. 

Special thanks are given to all those who 

contributed funds for fruition of this event, and to those 

who remodeled parts of the church to make the 

installation possible.  With this new elevator lift, 

Cokesbury can be a place where even those with issues 

of mobility may more fully participate in the missions 

and ministries of the church. 


