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The Flea Market as Ministry

By Joe Greene

Spring has arrived and

fortunately so has the beginning

of a nice long summer of

Saturdays when we once again

- welcome the arrival of a very

important and rewarding flea

2= market ministry. Now many of

you might ask how in the world

is an everyday, simple flea market ever con-
sidered a church ministry since so many neigh-

borhood families have weekly flea markets and
they are surely not there for any type of ministry.

Well, the answer is simple - our Saturday flea
market provides so many within our community
an inexpensive and safe environment for the sale
and purchase of an extensive array of goods.
Our flea market also generates approximately
ten percent of our annual income required to
support many church issues and additional
ministries. Those of us who work the flea market
have met some wonderful people and on
numerous occasions have extended a warm
welcome to those seeking a place of worship.

So, for those of you who don't know much
about our flea market or have never worked one,
the following explains the four elements of our
market:

Flea Market Vendors: Approximately 50-60
vendors arrive each Saturday some as early as
4:30 a.m. to set up shop. Each vendor rents one
or more spaces in our parking lot for $15 each
and is also charged a $10 deposit which is
returned if they vacate the parking lot by 2 p.m.
and leave their space as clean as they found it.
No additional assistance in this element is
required unless you know of a vendor looking
for an inexpensive market to sell their goods.

Flea Market Customers: Our vendors are
most appreciative of the number of customers
that we are able to attract on a regular basis. But
to attract customers and to keep them returning,
we must have the experience and efficiency to
move them in and out of our market. This is
where Dave Woodman and Allen Jewell
brilliantly fit into the picture.

Outside of our main parking lot there isn't much
of an area available for parking vehicles. How-
ever, Dave and Allen move and manage traffic
so efficiently that one would believe they are
professional traffic managers. They are, without
a doubt, the two busiest persons at our flea market
and their duty is the first area in which addi-
tional help is urgently requested. They receive
no rest for the seven or so hours they are on duty
because traffic doesn't stop - it is constantly
arriving and departing. So, if you can come out
and provide assistance sometime between 4:30
a.m. and 12:30 p.m.. you just don't know how
important and appreciated that would be.

Concession Stand: Each Saturday morning
members of a church committee arrive at 6:00
a.m. and begin their day by setting up the con-
cession stand and preparing the food for sale.
Each committee has two shifts (6:00-10:00 a.m.
and 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.). ltems pre-pared
for sale include sodas, water, coffee, donuts,
chips, popcorn, hot dogs and nachos. So, if you
are a committee member that signs So, if you are
a committee member that signs up for the flea
market concession stand, please do your best to
come out and provide the much needed you are
not on a committee, please look in the Sunday
bulletin and see who will be working

(continued on page 8)



cA~witsr From Resurrection through Ascension to Pentecost

Day of Ascension: After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs.
appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God...So when they had come
together, they asked him, "Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?" He
replied, "It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority.
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem ,in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as they
were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. [Acts 1:3, 6-9]

Day of Pentecost: When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house
where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on
each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as
the Spirit gave them ability. [Acts 2:1-4]]

For almost all of April we have been in the Easter season, a period of time when we acknowledge
and celebrate Jesus' resurrection. The scriptures describing his appearance serve as eye witness
accounts of his rising from the dead. They pronounced that as a risen and living Savior, Jesus is with us
always.

This Easter season comes to an end on Sunday, May 23, as we celebrate the Day of Pentecost.
Before that, ten days earlier on Thursday, May 13, we observe the church's special day, the Ascension
of the Lord - the fortieth day after Easter, based upon the scriptural account of Jesus' forty days on earth
following his resurrection.

The ascension signals the completion of God's saving work in Christ. It affirms that what God
begins, God completes. The Son was incarnate on earth to fulfill God's plan of salvation for
humankind and all of creation. The resurrection proclaims God's victory over sin and death, and the
ascension glorifies Christ as he ascends to the throne of God. The Word of God who became flesh and
lived among us in the form of Jesus Christ returns to God. Can you envision the heavenly scene? The
One who hung upon the cross, who was shown the greatest contempt and humiliation while on earth, is
once more exalted by the heavenly host and given again the highest praise and greatest glory.

The ascension further means that in returning to God, the Risen Savior takes along the fullness of
human life experienced by Jesus, including the worst of earthly agony. Christians have no good reason
for doubting that God understands in the most personal way possible our human struggle, sorrows, and
defeats. The God who came into our midst as a baby and dwelt among us experienced all these things,
even to the most severe forms of oppression and suffering, That experience is carried into heaven, that
we may know that God identifies with our human condition.

Soon after Jesus' ascension, the disciples and others gathered in Jerusalem, and suddenly from
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit
and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability

The Holy Spirit not only gives birth to the church by empowering and emboldening the disciples to
proclaim the gospel message, it also allows that message to be proclaimed to all people no matter their
native tongue, ethnicity, place of birth, or station in society.

Grace and peace, Russ



United Methodist Men
By Joe Greene

Just as we, the United Methodist

Men, with our many events, are committed to
providing inspirational and everyday joys of life
to as many as possible, we should be reminded
that God is the greater provider, but as the
following story goes, maybe not as quickly as we
would like:

A man praying says, "Lord, is it true that to you a
minute is like a thousand years, and a penny is
like a thousand dollars?" The Lord says, "yes."

Then the man asks, "Then can | have a penny?"
The Lord replies, "In a minute."

Isn't it amazing how we get caught up in our
everyday lives and kind of expect everything to
come to us with little waiting or without asking.
Well, Emmett Wright offers us a very sensible
solution - take some time out of your day and
enter into prayer. We all know that our lives will
be richer if we have a prayerful relationship with
the Lord, but don't be surprised if some answers
take "a minute."”

John Jewell has often stated that we, the UMM,
must reach out to the younger adults in our
congregation and involve them more in our
activities. John enjoys this challenge, so for this
month's meeting, he invited Timothy Rupert,
District Executive of the National Capital Area
Council of Boy Scouts of America, to come and
share with us his love of scouting. Tim men-
tioned that scouting is more than camping and
starting fires - scouting has become an excellent
way to reach out and minister to community
children as well as to their families.

As | mentioned in last month's article, our annual
fruit program has closed for the year but the one
very important element of this program not known
at that time was the amount of funding received.
Emmett Wright (UMM Treasurer) reported a net
profit of $2,887 from our four months of very hard
work. This additional income will ensure
continued support to our ongoing programs and

will give us the opportunity to explore other areas
requiring assistance.

Next month we will be involved in several
activities of the church (flea market, Mother's Day
breakfast, Sunday morning Anthem) so we hope
to see many more Cokesbury men come out and
participate in our ministry. Please commit your-
self to one or more of our many events and let this
unknown author's story be your guide:

It's like the story of the chicken and the pig who
were walking down the road together when they
saw a sign in a restaurant advertising ham and
eggs. The chicken said, "Look, isn't that nice?
Together you and | are the most popular items for
people's breakfast." The pig replied, "Yes, but for
you it's only a part-time job. For me it's a total
commitment.”

On Sunday, May 9, between
worship services, the United
Methodist Men will provide a
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family breakfast for Cokesbury families as a

treat for mothers.

There is always a great array of favorite
breakfast foods. So bring Mom and kids and
enjoy this family time with other members of
your church family!

P.S. The men have proven to be very good
cooks!

Do not forsake your mother's teaching...
For these commands are a lamp,
this teaching is a light..."

Proverbs 6:20-23



Update from Cokesbury UMW
By Gayle Urban, unit president
(703-494-2963)

May is a busy month for UMW!

May 8: UMW works at the flea market; please
help as you are able. We will also have a bake
sale, and items need to be at the church by 9 a.m.
May 9: Women will sing in the choir, and assist
in the worship services on this Mother's Day.
Monica Arredondo will give the sermon message.
May 15-16: Cokesbury women going to the
Spiritual Life Retreat in Blackstone, VA will meet
at Featherstone School at 6 a.m., to drive down to
Blackstone. Cost is $82, and all women are
welcome. Registration info is on the bulletin
board by the church office; talk to Gayle Urban,
Mary Wright, or Peggy Dorton if interested. There
are about 12-14 women from Cokesbury who
are already registered, and we'd love to see you
there!

You can honor or remember loved ones through
the Candle burning Program. Money given
through this UMW program, goes to support
mission projects and missionaries and the outreach
of UMW around the world. Your donations will
make life better for others. We will acknowledge
this at the worship services on Mother's Day.
Donations go to "Cokesbury UMW" for “candle
burning."

Service project: If you like to sew, we'd love to
have your help with sewing the cloth bags for the
School Kits that we provide for Conference. The
pattern for these bags is avail-able outside the
church office, and it is very simple sewing. We
hope to have 100 bags by May 30, and you can
contact Gayle Urban.

Postage stamps: Both new or used postage stamps
can be used by UMW, if you have donations,
place them in the Box 24 mailbox upstairs. Thank
you so much for all the donations we have already
received.

God is good all the time, all the time
God is good!

Aluminum Can Ministry Pays Off!
By Don Dorton

Thanks to the generous
participation of Cokesbury
members and friends, the
aluminum can ministry continues to grow. Since
the beginning of 2010, approximately 48 large
bags of cans were collected, processed (crushed),
bagged, and on March 30 were transported to the
recycling center in Lorton. These 48 bags
weighed 640 pounds and earned $335.40 for this
Cokesbury ministry. Currently cans are bringing
$.52 per pound.

In addition to saving your aluminum cans, you
can further assist in this ministry by simply
crushing or squeezing cans in the middle before
depositing them in the collection bin. Crushing
cans helps with the time required to process cans
for storage and transporting them to the recycling
center and is greatly appreciated.

If you would like to help with this ministry,
please call the church office or Don Dorton for
more information. You can also help by encour-
aging your friends and neighbors to recycle their
aluminum cans and bring them to the church.

Did you know that it takes 40 years for one
aluminum can to decompose in our landfill?
Recycling cans takes less energy than producing
new cans and thus saves our natural resources.

Thank you for participating in the Cokesbury
Aluminum Can Ministry! Keep saving and
crushing those cans.
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How Do You Measure

Success?
By Jack Jewell

After pondering the results of our Stay Out of
Debt/PIRMM programs, it occurred to me that we
should memorialize these many accomplishments as
best we can, and thank the entire congregation for
their generous and loyal participation.

We may possibly leave out a few of the many
improvements, repairs or maintenance functions
funded by these programs. However, here goes with
a mighty list of our accomplishments to date.

- Eliminated the $30,000 debt we owed
ourselves.

- Built a children’s playground and fenced it in.
- Repaired the entrance driveway to the church.
- Improved the classroom areas.

- Replaced the copier and paid cash for it.

- Replaced one A/C unit & repaired two others.
- Replaced seven heating units.

- Renovated the new choir room.

- Provided access for operation of the elevator.

Do all these actions taken lead us to believe that we
are done?? NO!!! Of course not. We can certainly
be proud of our success story to date, but time
marches on, things deteriorate, things break down
and the unexpected hover over us. We must always
be prepared to face any unseen problems as they
surface. We must also remind ourselves that we
have many more improvements that we are already
aware of and show that we are ready, willing, and
able to tackle all of them as time and funds become
available. As areminder, here is a short list that
stands ready to challenge us in the new decade.

- Finish pastor’s office and counting room.
Install sound system in fellowship hall.
Locate and develop additional storage space.
New flooring in fellowship hall and hallway.
Automate lower entrance main door and
bathroom doors.

Improve parking lot condition.

Improve flea market parking.

There is more | am sure and we welcome any
suggestions that will improve our worship
experience and/or make this facility more friendly to
this congregation and to our visitors.

To accomplish all that needs to be done, we will
need to put a heavy emphasis on contributing to
those programs mentioned above.
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The Family Care Committee will be
hosting the 10™ Annual Kids Fest on
Saturday, June 5, 2010 from 10 a.m. to
1 p.m. Kids Fest is all about interacting
with youth, having fun, and making the
day enjoyable for elementary aged
children. This event is open to the whole
community.

There will be craft tables, face painting,
games, and other activities for the kids

to participate in. Immediately following
will be our Free Community Picnic.

Family Care is in need of volunteers to
help out on the day of the event. If
you're interested in helping out with Kids
Fest, please see the information and
signup sheets located in the Narthex.
Volunteers are always needed and
donations are appreciated. If you have
any questions, please feel free o contact
Cheryl Petitt, (703) 590-2495
(clpetitt@verizon.net) or Betty Greene
(703) 878-6704 (bandjspad@aol.com).
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CHARITY CONCERT

“Gi ve Me a
The Gueh Foundation invites you to an
evening of

inspirational music!!!

May 29, 2010, 6 p.m.
Cokesbury UMC

Featuring voices from:
Christ is Lord Ministries
Voice of Africa, Trenton, NJ
Kings and Priests, MD

Under the direction of
Kamah Thoronka and Jimmy Reed

Tickets $10
(call 609-504-5722 for tickets)

Proceeds from the concert will be used
to dig wells and provide clean drinking water
to families in villages in
Liberia and Sierra Leone.
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Hospitality

Please sign up in the Hospitality = s
book in the narthex to provide refreshments after one
of the church worship services. Coffee and paper
products are provided; you provide the snack and
help serve. The following schedule shows available
dates in May.

May 2 - 8:30 May Jewell 11:00 Helping Hands
May 9 - 9:45 - UMM Mother's Day Breakfast

May 16 - 8:30 Mary Taylor 11:00
May 23 - 8:30 11:00
May 30 - 10:30 One Service - Potluck following

Cokesbury Uni

Scholarship Program
By Emmett Wright

The Cokgsbury United Methodist Men offer $500
séholbdshifss each year to assist deserving graduating
high school seniors who have been accepted to an
accredited college or trade school and are active
participants in Cokesbury’s youth programs.

Blank scholarship forms are in the Narthex above
the water fountain and outside the church office. The
scholarship committee will receive applications at
any time in the applicant’s high school senior year,
but no later than May 30",

The committee will consider grade point average
and involvement in church, school and community.
The scholarship winners will be presented on
Fathers’ Day.

Please turn completed scholarship applications into
the church office. If you have further questions, please
see John Jewell, Jack Jewell or Emmett Wright.

Flea Market (continued from page 1)

the next Saturday's concession stand and come out and
assist even for just a few hours. Help is most always
required and would be greatly appreciated and
rewarding.

Head Flea: If you have a desire to wear a flashy red
hat, we have just the job for you. Each head flea wears
one and if signifies that we are responsible for the safe
and orderly operation of the flea market for the day.
We arrive at approximately 4:30 a.m. to set up the
parking lot, welcome and provide instructions to the
vendors and generally ensure that everything runs
smoothly and that no vendor attempts to sell any illegal
or unsavorily items. Our day usually ends at 2:30 p.m.

This is the third area of required assistance since
now we only have four head fleas. If you are a take-
charge person, please come out and assist one of us or
let us know if you would like to be a head flea.

For approximately 20 years, our flea market has
enjoyed success, thanks to not only the men and
women who early on recognized the need for this
ministry, but also to those today who carry on with
untiring efforts. Please come and be a part of this
ministry - just give us a few hours of your time.
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Money Matters

By Mary Seltzer, Treasurer

Spring has sprung; the azaleas are blooming and the
grass is growing. We know the grass is growing,
because the church has already received two
invoices for grass mowing this season. Ecclesiastes
3:1 tells us that there is a season and a time for every
matter under heaven. That is true for church life as
well.

We have just come through Lent, a season of self-
examination and daily prayers, which culminated in
the wonderful Easter celebration season. Just two
Sundays ago (from this writing) the choir presented
the Easter Cantata, “Majesty.” That was an awe-
inspiring, joyful day. We hope you didn’t miss it!

Now, we as a church are in the planning season for
lots of things. For example, plans are moving
forward for Kids’ Fest, a wonderful day for many
children, who do not attend our church. After that is
Vacation Bible School, a week of learning and fun
for many children. Plans are being laid for the
August Mission Trip in which we physically help
Appalachian families to have a better quality of life.

The Flea Market season has already begun with a
huge success! Fifty (50) vendors came to the
opening market. That is 15 or 20 more than in
previous years’ opening day. By turning our parking
lot into a market, we serve in many different ways:

(1) Our workers’ examples, hopefully, help the

public to see Jesus.

(2) Our community is helped by providing lower-

priced needed items.

(3) Our vendors are helped with some income.

(4) Our committees are provided with income for

more ministry and service.

(5) Our General Fund receives some needed income
to help “keep-the-lights-on.”

April is when we pay our annual insurance invoices;
this year these were over $4,600.

It felt so good to know that there was enough cash
flow to pay them in full and not incur extra fees,
which would take away from ministries.

Several people have commented about the budget to
actual income graphs in the weekly bulletins. Yes,

those reports have been very encouraging. Thanks
for noticing!

The weekly bulletin has the income budget prorated
for 52 weeks. This means that each week we need
an average of $4,135 to meet budget. The second
week in April, income, year-to-date, actually
exceeded the prorated budget, year-to-date, by $99!

However, it appears now that we may end April with
income a little under budget.

So, please keep praying that God will continue to
give the Administrative Council and the Ministry
Committees of our Church the guidance and monies
to do His will.

Meals for the Hilda Barg
Homeless Prevention Center

Cokesbury is responsible for providing meals to
the Homeless Prevention Center from Sunday,
May 23, through Wednesday, May 26. Meals
include dinner in the evening with breakfast items
and bagged lunches for the next day. Serving time
is 7:00 but helpers should show up by 6:30 p.m.

Drinks must be prepared and serving table set.
Lunch bags must be put together and labeled.
Clean-up includes washing dishes and serving
utensils and sweeping and mopping the kitchen
floor. Sign-out time is 8:00 p.m. so it is not a long
commitment.

Donations of food will be requested on a sign-
up sheet in the narthex. Please call Marian Benson
at 703-590-9941 if you have an interest in
preparing any special food or would like more
information. Servers and kitchen help are also
requested. Your help will be much appreciated by
the homeless and the church committee.
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1 Ronnie Hawes

2 Natalie Clark
Barbara Horne

5 John Garrett

Matthew Surdham
6  Virgil Obene-Djan
7 Jack Jewell
9  Kenny Johnson

Jordon Schultz
Tilchia Danquah
Jory Lawson

13 Steve Nelson
15 Lisa Harper
18 Eric Obeng
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John Kelly
20 Marci Villanueva
21 Bob Kucharuk
22 Shane Gallagher
23 Stephanie Reynolds
25 Mollie Gallagher

28 Milah Ash
Nancy Miller

30 Virginia Neyhouse
Robert Deyerle
Bunny Mahar

31 Billie Lou Wertz
Becky Byrum

Instead of counting candles,
or tallying the years,
ontemplate your blessings as your
birthday nears.

onsider special people who love you,

and who care,

—And others who’ve enriched your life just

by being there.
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10 Mollie & Bob Gallagher

13 Laverne & Jay Beck

17 Gayle & Russ Urban

21 Leta & Robert Deyerle

25 Bernadette & JJ Baiden-Amissah
David & Paul Simensen

30 Grace & Olin Bockes

31 Diane & Dan Haggart

Jom in celebratmg
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39 year\m m|n|stry and,
happy retirement

Sunday, May 16, 2010
3-5p.m.
Manassas-St. Thomas UMC
8899 Sudley Road
Manassas, Virginia 20110

Please drop by to give
Alan and Libby your best wishes
on their retirement to
Owensboro, Kentucky!

y der




Qunday Worship Services

8:30 AM & 11 AM The Colonnade Staff
Nursery available at both services. Editor: Bunny Mahar
The 11 a.m. worship service features Postal Coordinator: Bob Mahar
I OKAf RNByQa ¢2NRBRKALI T2 NJ Srtiglestor the §afprnade are duepBtie 200 K A f R NE
Sunday Schoadt 9:45 AM ofeachmont h for the next mon
(for children, youth, and adultgj there is a 5th Place articles in Church Mailbox #3

OR e-mail them to: office@cokesburyumc.us

Sunday in the month, the worship service that day Church Office: 703-494-5400

begins 410:30 AM and there is no Sunday Schopl.
For more information:

http://www.CokesburyUMC.us

Think Green
By Barb Firth

Got new or lightly used running shoes you're looking to unload? Go to Nike's "Reuse a Shoe Project"”
and wind up paving a playground! For more information, go to www.oneworldrunning.blogspot.com.
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