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51 Years and Counting! 
By Bunny Mahar 

 

Every year in August we celebrate the founding of our church.  This year our Founders' Day will mark 

51 years of serving Christ and community here at Cokesbury. Our celebration will be on August 29th 

with one service at 10:30 and a potluck luncheon to follow. 

Pastor Russ will share the message with  three generations of members and former members.  The first 

is a charter member who will be able to share the hard times and fun times of organizing a new church. 

Following  that brief presentation, we will hear from another generation who can share remembrances  

of the established church.  Finally, our third generation is a younger  person who can share the outlook 

and joy of youth during the intervening years.   
 

Back by popular demand will be "One Voice," an inspirational singing group that impressed us at an 

earlier function several months ago.  The group will sing during the worship service and again 

immediately following the service as the potluck luncheon is prepared.  The only complaint here is that 

the Founders' Day committee will miss this part of the program, but you won't want to miss the beautiful 

harmony and sounds of "One Voice." 

There will be a potluck luncheon following the worship service. As always, there will be a bountiful 

table of food.  You are asked to bring a generous dish to share since we will have guests for the meal.  

At the luncheon, some members of the choir and congregation will perform a musical tribute for the 

special occasion.   If you would like to contribute to this short program, please call Melissa Clark at  

703-494-1850.   

There will be mementos of the 51 years in the fellowship hall and on the walls in the hallway. The main 

attraction of the memorabilia will be a beautiful quilt made by members of the congregation and 

presented to Pastor Carl Ennis on his retirement from ministry.  

 

 

 

New Sunday School Class for Adults 
 

By Robin BeMiller 
 

A new adult Sunday School class entitled "Real Followers: Beyond Virtual Christianity" will begin on 

Sunday, September 12th, from 8:45 to 9:45 a.m.  The study will show how an ordinary church can be 

transformed into a community and  will encourage Christ's followers to look for greater and deeper life 

transformation through their faith.  
 

The class will meet on Sunday mornings in class room #3.  If you have any questions, please see Robin 

BeMiller.    



 

 

 ñJourney With Us Through  

Vacation Bible Schoolò 
 

By Gayle Urban 

Josephôs journey, from prison to palace, was the 

theme of Vacation Bible School during the week of 

July 12, and the church was filled with excitement and 

spiritual enrichment. Every morning the children 

gathered for their activities, and it was a wonderful 

week with Godôs ña-maze-ingò love  evident in so 

many ways!  ñGod-sightingsò were written on pieces 

of colored paper, to make a colorful ñtapestryò in the 

sanctuary and to remind us of things that remind us of 

God.  Each evening the adult class, led by Monica 

Arrendondo, worked through    the scripture lessons 

about Joseph, as they read through Genesis 40-45 and 

discussed their insights. 

 God gives us HOPE, God gives us SPECIAL 

ABILITIES, God gives us WISDOM, God gives us 

FORGIVENESS, and God gives us FAMILYðthese 

promises were seen through the activities that the 

children did each day.  Music and songs also helped 

us to celebrate the one true God with songs such as 

ñHow great is our God, sing with me, how great is our 

God. And all will see how great, how great is our 

God!ò 

Children were grouped into 4 familiesðZoan, 

Rosetta, Giza, and Memphisðand were led by their 

adult leaders and teen helpers throughout the morning, 

as they learned about the Egyptian culture and about 

Josephôs faith in the one true God.    

        

 Tying knots in the "God is love" quilt 
 

 They had fun playing the games in the Pyramid 

Playground, and they met at the Marketplace to help 

tie knots on the ñGod is loveò quilts and to make their 

crafts for the day.  In the Snack Tent, children were 

able to relax, meet new friends, talk, and enjoy their 

snacks.  Family Time was an opportunity for children    

of various ages to be together as a family and   to have 

time with their family leader and teen leader as they 

interacted with the Scripture lesson.  

 When it was time to go see Joseph, the children 

were led to the ñprisonò where a ñguardò confronted 

them, and where they were finally able to meet with 

Joseph (Pastor Russ) and to be a part of his story as 

they heard and saw the scripture drama take place.   

On the first day, Joseph was in prison, and the next 

day the children were surprised to find that Joseph 

was no longer in prisonðPharaoh had moved Joseph 

to a place of power in the palace, to help lead Egypt 

through the famine.  The children saw how Joseph,   

in the palace, was true to the one true God.  They   

also saw how Joseph was angry with his brothers     

for having him put into prison, but how God helped 

Joseph to release his anger and give forgiveness to his 

brothers. On the last day, the children met Joseph and 

were excited to see how happy Joseph was, now that 

he and his brothers had been reunited and forgivenð

the children and Joseph celebrated with a happy time 

of music and dancing and praises! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Russ as Joseph in the palace 

Baskets of food were collected during VBS, as 

children brought cans and boxes of food for ACTS.  

VBS director Melissa Clark reminded the children 

that, through the food donations and the ñGod is loveò 

quilts, we are able to share Godôs love with others. 

43 children, from the church and community 

attended VBS, and there were many familiar faces as 

they arrived each morning. About 42 adults and teen 

helpers volunteered during the week, and it was a 

blessing to see all the teamwork that took place. From 
the fantastic decorations and preparations, to the picnic 

crew on Friday, and everything in betweenðit was a 

week long journey of faith for all ages
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Our Budget 
By Olin Bockes 

Each summer our finance committee begins work 

on the churchôs annual budget for the following year.  

The budget process involves estimating how much 

income Cokesbury will get in the upcoming year and 

how we expect to spend it.  The finance committee is 

committed to developing a ñbalanced budgetò which it 

presents to the Administrative Council for approval in 

October.  Some items in our budget must also be 

approved at our annual Charge Conference. 

The church receives both unrestricted income and 

restricted income for which the donor specifies how 

that money is to be spent.  (At Cokesbury the restricted 

money is put into special accounts called designated 

funds, and they are set aside to only spend within the 

guidelines that the donor has specified.)  All 

unrestricted income becomes a part of the general 

budget for funding the cost of the church operations and 

ministry (CO&M).  About 85 percent of our 

unrestricted income comes from our Sunday morning 

offerings.  The remaining 15 percent comes from use of 

the church building or grounds, fund raising events, 

interest on invested money, and other miscellaneous 

sources.  

The budget of how we expect to spend the money 

for church operations and ministry will vary from year 

to year.  In 2010 the total budget was for $215,000.  

The budget has six categories; their relative size is 

shown in the chart. 

The largest single part of our current budget is for 

salaries and benefits at 57%.  Cokesbury pays the salary  

for the pastor and some of his benefits.  There are three 

part-time employees of the church; the office 

administrator, the music director, and the custodian.   

At 20% the second largest expenditure is for 

apportionments.  Apportionment funding leaves our 

local church and pays for a part of United Methodist 

District and Conference expenses and the benevolent 

activities that we support as a global church connected 

to other United Methodist ministries around the world.  

It also includes our share of the bi-district operation of 

Camp Highroad.  

Nearly 15 percent of our budget goes for expenses 

related to maintaining the property.  This includes 

insurances, utilities and fees, inspections, and minor 

repairs and maintenance.  Major maintenance and 

capital improvements (such as replacing heating and air 

conditioning units) are not paid for by the budget.  

Rather, these ñbig ticketò items of $3,000 and more are 

paid for by the designated account called the PIRMM 

(Property Improvement, Renovation, and Major 

Maintenance).  Your giving to the ñStay Out of Debtò 

campaign each month is the primary source of income 

for the PIRMM designated account. 

Five percent of the budget pays for the admini-

strative expenses, office supplies, reimbursement to 

delegates going to Annual Conference, and other 

authorized reimbursements. 

In 2010 a new line item totaling $4,190 (about 2% 

of the budget) was included to cover contin-gencies. 

This money pays for unplanned expenses such as 

repairs one of the sanctuary air conditioners or for 

shortfalls in other areas. 

Many of the previous five categories of the budget 

are fixed or semi-fixed in their costs for a church our 

size.  That leaves only 2% of the budget going to 

expenses associated with the ministries of the church.  

Now clearly, Cokesbury does far more ministry than 

that 2%.  Fundraising and special gifts provide a major 

source of money for ministry beyond the budget.  Also, 

the money that the churchôs committees and 

organizations make by working the flea market 

concession pays for a significant portion of their 

ministries. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

By Robin BeMiller 

Did you know that Cokesbury UMC is in the 

Alexandria District of the Virginia Conference and 

that both the Alexandria District and Virginia 

Conference have websites where you can go to find 
out about upcoming events? 

The Alexandria District is comprised of 56 churches 

and a 2009 membership of approximately 37,400.  

The district covers churches located in parts of 

Fairfax, Prince William, and Faulkner Counties, we 

well as the cities of Alexandria, Fairfax, and 

Manassas.  To find information about District events 

and resources such as Camp Highroad, Church 

Community Events, District Mission, The Hermitage 

in Northern Virginia, Lay Servant Ministries, Wesley 

Housing, Youth and Young Adults activities, go to the 
District website at http://www.novaumc.org/. 

The Alexandria District is also part of the Virginia 

Conference which includes all Districts in the 

Commonwealth of Virginia. The Virginia Conference 

website is http://www.vaumc.org.  The Conference 

website contains information about Missionaries, 

Annual Conference Updates, Conference Ministries, 
and valuable resources for the local churches. 

Both these websites provide resources for the local 

church and its members as we strive to live out our 
calling of "loving others as Christ first loved us." 

 

 

Think Green!  

By Barb Firth 

We all know we should be cutting back on our trash 

output.  But how? 

Try turning it into a game.  Set out a receptacle for 

each family member and see who fills theirs first. 

The loser has to take out everyone's trash for a 

month.  The winner gets bragging rights and saves 

our environment. 

Thank you  

Thank you for the gracious words and expressions 

of gratitude we received from the parents of our 

Youth Group members. We appreciate your kind 

words and thoughtful actions  We also want to 

thank you for the spirit-filled young men and women 

you are raising and entrust to our care.  It is a joy 

and a privilege to be a part of their faith journey. 

Linda Ennis, Monica Arredondo, Paul Simensen,                

Joe & Robin BeMiller 

 

 
By Linda Alvey 

The Missions and Outreach Committee is in the 

planning stages of our Back to School project.  
Members of the congregation or their family members 

who need help with school supplies this fall may 

contact Linda Alvey at 571-275-2058.  This pro-

gram applies to all grade levels through high school.  

Please be prepared to provide a list of supplies or 

the grade/name of the school.  This information will 

be kept confidential. 

 

 

 

                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

There is a need for teachers and helpers 

for the Children's Worship during the 

11:00 worship service and also for the 

nursery during both 8:30 and 11:00 

services.  Please call the church office if 

you can help in either of these roles 

(703-494-5400).  Your support will be  

greatly appreciated. 



 

 

Cokesbury United  

Methodist Women 
By Gayle Urban, unit president 

703-494-2963 

July was hot, but we did our best to cope!  UMW 

contributed to the church picnic on the 4th of July, by 

providing bottles of water on a hot day, to help keep 

everyone cool!  We had our annual Ice Cream Social 

with the UMM in July, and it was a very enjoyable 

evening with about 24 people in attendance. The array 

of toppings were delicious, from the "healthy" items 

to the "extravaganza" items!  There were many 

varieties of ice cream to choose from and it was nice 

to have a relaxing evening together.  On July 23, 

UMW helped provide a meal after the funeral services 

for Doug Sapp. We also worked at the Flea Market on 

July 24.  Through the joys and the sadness, UMW 

seeks to be there. 

Upcoming Events 

    - By September 1, we need to have completed any 

books for the year's UMW Reading Program, so that 

the results can be sent to the District.  I encourage you 

to red at least one book from each of the four 

categories (Spiritual Growth, Social action, Education 

and Interpretation, Membership/Nurture/Outreach) as 

well as some of the Response magazines. Doing this 

would complete Plan 1 of the Reading Program, and  

it would be fabulous if our UMW unit had several 

members who complete Plan 1 this year. As you read 

any books on the UMW list, write their names down 

and then, by September 1, give your completed list to 

Anita Yount or Cynthia Rohlfs.  The purpose of the 

UMW Reading Program is to help us be aware of 

issues relating to UMW, to learn about the outreach of 

UMW, to be encouraged in our spiritual growth, and 

to be supported and encouraged in our faith. 

    - September 18:  District UMW hosts the Spiritual 

Life Event. 

    - October 2:  District Day UMW, with local UMW 

units being recognized. 

The Cokesbury Ruth Circle and the Evening Circle 

are not meeting in August.  Contacts are:   

Barb Firth, president of Ruth Circle (703-491-7539); 

Gayle Urban, president of the Evening Circle  

(703-494-2963). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Joe Greene 

Neither the UMW nor the UMM held a meeting in 

July but we did come together in fellowship with a 

very cooling and refreshing ice cream social.  Gayle 

Urban opened the festivities with a prayer and the 

evening was filled with eating ice cream covered with 

generous portions of delicious toppings.  

        Vacation Bible School took place last month and 

what a wonderful sight to witness many of our 

neighborhood children in attendance along with a 

good number of our young adults either taking part or 

assisting the adults.  Lydia Blair, Hannah Simensen, 

Jennifer Fitzhugh, Milah Ash, Laurie Westog, 

Autumn Rose, Jonah Ash and John French all pitched 

in and did whatever was asked of them.  We couldn't 

help but notice how they gleefully interacted with the 

children as well as with the adult leaders.  It was 

obvious that each of them understood the rewards to 

be gained with such a wholehearted participation. 

        The UMW and the UMM love to see so many 

young adults taking part in church activities and we 

hope that one day all those mentioned will continue 

their spiritual journey and follow in the footsteps of 

Allen Jewell and Kyle and Kevin Kornieck by 

becoming active participants in the our ministries. 

        We all know that Allen is quite involved with 

UMM activities as well as seeing to many other needs 

of our church.  His singing talent is truly something to 

appreciate and for those of us who have witnessed his 

maturation over the years, we know that he is only at 

the beginning of a journey that will continue for 

many, many years. 

       And, just last month for our UMM turn at 

Cokesbury's weekly flea market, Kyle and Kevin, 

along with a young friend, provided much needed 

assistance with the concession stand.  Also, several 

Saturdays ago when the temperature was in the high 

90s, Kyle assisted his father (Jack) in clearing the 

weeds and muck from the drainage ditch along Reddy 

Drive.  Kyle and Kevin can also be seen assisting their 

father with numerous church clean-up projects. 

       Our young adults are our future and it's exciting 

to watch them grow and become more involved with 

numerous church activities.   



 

 

 

 

 

By Bunny Mahar 

Were you at the 1st annual Cokesbury 4th of July 

church family picnic?  It was an amazing event.  A 

large crowd participated on a very hot day.  Thanks to 

so many for their foresight in planning the occasion 

and fulfilling all the roles necessary to make it such a 

success.  A large part of the thanks go to Helen 

Azzano, Emmett Wright, and Cheryl Petitt with help 

from lots of others who worked so hard to make the 
picnic such a memorable and fun day for us all. 

Accommodations were made for any contingency.  

There was the golf cart, with driver Kyle Kornieck, 

who picked up passengers from the parking lot to 

deliver them to the picnic area.  What a wonderful 
consideration that was, particularly for the older folks.   

 

Burgers and hot dogs were provided by the UM Men 

and Tom Taylor and Kyle Keen spent a large part of 

the day over the hot grills. There was food galore - 

lots of cold salads, baked beans, mac & cheese, 
desserts and watermelon among others.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Having the pavilion was a blessing. It provided shade 

and an opportunity for folks to get together and share 

a relaxing afternoon.  Someone even brought fans to 
put inside the pavilion which helped immeasurably. 

 

Despite the hot weather, there were games being 

played - horseshoes, badminton and Frisbee. A  

second tent was used as a "chat room" where others 

could relax and visit with one another. Yet another 

group found a shady spot under the trees to catch a 
breeze. 

 

I am certain there will be many people looking 

forward to the second annual church family picnic.  

All -in-all, it couldn't have been better. Thanks again 
for what may become a heralded annual event!! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

            

        

           

 1 Steve Herin 

  George Johnson 

  Kevin Kornieck 

 2 Deborah Stead 

 3 Juanita Brown 

  Peggy Embrey 

 6 Jonathan Harris 

 7 Winnie Chiweshe 

 8 Jimmy Harris 

 9 Cheryl Yoho 

 10 Louise Gallucci 

 11 Prince Amponsah 

  Dave woodman 

 20 Hazel Alvarado 

  Mabel Obeng 

 21 Krista Kmety 

 22 Kelly Rodriguez 

 23 Esther Addy 

  Preston Elliott 

  John Derickson 

 24 Emmett Wright 

  Darlene Seyler 

 25 Anna Callender 

  Robert Gallucci 

 27 William Burkett 

  Barbara Woods 

 28 Rose Palmer 

  Samuel Agyin 

  Audrey Agyin 

 29 Melanie Blair 

  Erin Deyerle 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 
   

  

 

   1 Norma & Joe Burnette 

  3 Mary Jane & Harry Fizer 

  4 Leanne  & Michael Gribik 

  6 Becky & Jeff Ash 

  7 Angela & John Obeng 

  9 Rita & George Johnson 

  15 Barbara & Ed Horne 

   Shirley & John Watjen 

  17 Norma & Christopher Bickersteth 

  21 Marian & Oless Gherke 

  25 Connie & Patrick Dutton 

  27 Debra & William Clark 

   Peggy & Kyle Keen 

  29 Peggy & Don Dorton 

 

 

 
               

Hospitality 
The Bible speaks of "breaking 

bread" as a symbol of  hospitality 

or esteem.  Wouldn't it be a nice way to welcome our 

guests or church family following the worship 

service?  Please sign up in the Hospitality book in the 

narthex to provide refreshments after one of the 

worship services - or you may call the church office 

and we will sign the book for you. Coffee and paper 

products are provided; you only provide the snack and 

help serve. The following schedule shows available 

dates in July. 
 

August 1 - 8:30_______________11:00 Helping Hands 

August 8 - 8:30 Mary Jane Fizer    11:00 ____________ 

August 15- 8:30 Cynthia Rohlfs__ 11:00 Bunny Mahar_ 

August 22 - 8:30 ______________11:00  ___________ 

August 29 - 10:30____Founders' Day Potluck_______ 
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Thank You  
Thank you for your concern, prayers, and 

encouragement during Dougôs long illness. It 

was immeasurably helpful in coping with his 

illness. We also thank you for the cards, flowers, 

prayers, and expressions of sympathy upon his 

death. 

Love, Donna Sapp and family 

Jason, Jenny and Keenan  


